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Heartbreaking, joyous, traumatic, intimate and revelatory, Reckoning is the book
where Magda Szubanski, one of Australia's most beloved performers, tells her
story.

In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-discovery
from a suburban childhood, haunted by the demons of her father's espionage
activities in wartime Poland and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to the
complex dramas of adulthood and her need to find out the truth about herself and
her family. With courage and compassion she addresses her own frailties and
fears, and asks the big questions about life, about the shadows we inherit and the
gifts we pass on.

Honest, poignant, utterly captivating, Reckoning announces the arrival of a
fearless writer and natural storyteller. It will touch the lives of its readers.

Magda Szubanski is one of Australia’s best known and most loved performers.
She began her career in university revues, then appeared in a number of sketch
comedy shows before creating the iconic character of Sharon Strzelecki in ABC-
TV’s Kath and Kim. She has also acted in films (Babe, Babe: Pig in the City,
Happy Feet, The Golden Compass) and stage shows. Reckoning is her first book.

‘A brave and tender book about everything that matters most in life.’ Cate
Blanchett

‘This is a remarkable memoir, that weaves the tragedy of twentieth century
history into a personal narrative of coming to terms with family and self, and
manages to honour both stories. The writing is assured and controlled, the
storytelling expert and thoughtful, the language eloquent and moving. The
writing, the story, the voice—all of it is beautiful.’ Christos Tsiolkas

‘A memoir that will dazzle every kind of reader...Reckoning is a riveting,
overwhelmingly poignant autobiography by a woman of genius. It is a book
about how someone might live with the idea of killing the thing they love. It is a
story of love and death and redemption and a daughter’s love for her father. It is
an extraordinary hymn to the tragic heroism at the heart of ordinary life and the
soaring moral scrutiny of womankind. Every library should have it, every school
should teach it.’ Weekend Australian
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‘Unlike most autobiographies by famous people, Reckoning has substance
beyond the writer’s fame...Szubanski’s fine memoir, written with great style,
adds another layer to our history.’ Crikey

‘This is documentary writing of the highest order and Szubanski has given life to
an incredible war story...This tale of war and suburbia, sexuality and comedy, is
likely to be the most popular Australian book of the year.’ Age/Sydney Morning
Herald

‘This is an inspiring memoir of a woman who faced her demons, sought
treatment for depression and overcame disappointments.’ Good Reading

‘A page-turner...[Szubanski] is articulate and likeable as she tries to reconcile
herself with the many difficult aspects of her past.’ New Zealand Herald

'Reckoning is a beautiful and moving story of a serious, thoughtful and complex
person.' Paul Barclay, ABC Radio National Books and Arts, Best Books 2015

‘Magda Szubanski’s brave, compassionate—and hilarious—Reckoning may be
some sort of masterpiece of the form.’ Australian, Best Books 2015
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Review

Shortlisted, Biography of the Year, Australian book Industry Awards
Shortlisted, Matt Richell Award for New Writer of the Year, Australian book Industry Awards
Winner, Indie Award for Non-Fiction, 2016
Shortlisted, Nielsen BookData Booksellers Choice Award, 2016
Shortlisted, Douglas Stewart Prize for Non-Fiction, NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, 2016
Longlisted, Dobbie Literary Award, 2016

About the Author

Magda Szubanski is one of Australia’s best known and most loved performers. She appeared in numerous
sketch comedy shows before creating the character of Sharon Strzelecki in the TV show Kath and Kim. She
has also acted in films (Babe, Happy Feet, The Golden Compass) and stage shows. Reckoning is her first
book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Reckoning: A Memoir. Try to stumble through book Reckoning:
A Memoir as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Winnie Logan:

This Reckoning: A Memoir usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Reckoning: A Memoir can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Reckoning: A Memoir forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.



Joel Connolly:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Reckoning: A Memoir.

Anna Williams:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Reckoning: A Memoir can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.
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