
The Oxford Handbook of the American
Congress (Oxford Handbooks)

From Oxford University Press

The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks) From
Oxford University Press

No legislature in the world has a greater influence over its nation's public affairs
than the US Congress. The Congress's centrality in the US system of government
has placed research on Congress at the heart of scholarship on American politics.
Generations of American government scholars working in a wide range of
methodological traditions have focused their analysis on understanding Congress,
both as a lawmaking and a representative institution. The Oxford Handbook of
the American Congress takes stock of this impressive and diverse literature,
identifying areas of accomplishment and promising directions for future work.
The editors have commissioned 38 chapters by leading scholars in the field, each
chapter critically engages the scholarship focusing on a particular aspect of
congressional politics, including the institution's responsiveness to the American
public, its procedures and capacities for policymaking, its internal procedures and
development, relationships between the branches of government, and the
scholarly methodologies for approaching these topics. The Handbook also
includes chapters addressing timely questions, including partisan polarization,
congressional war powers, and the supermajoritarian procedures of the
contemporary Senate. Beyond simply bringing readers up to speed on the current
state of research, the volume offers critical assessments of how each literature
has progressed--or failed to progress--in recent decades. The chapters identify the
major questions posed by each line of research and assess the degree to which the
answers developed in the literature are persuasive. The goal is not simply to tell
us where we have been as a field, but to set an agenda for research on Congress
for the next decade.

The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference books offering
authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of scholarship on
American politics. Each volume focuses on a particular aspect of the field. The
project is under the General Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and
distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit each volume. The
Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline, but also to shape it as scholars
critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it
needs to move. The series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in
American politics.

General Editor for The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics: George C.
Edwards III
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of the contemporary Senate. Beyond simply bringing readers up to speed on the current state of research, the
volume offers critical assessments of how each literature has progressed--or failed to progress--in recent
decades. The chapters identify the major questions posed by each line of research and assess the degree to
which the answers developed in the literature are persuasive. The goal is not simply to tell us where we have
been as a field, but to set an agenda for research on Congress for the next decade.

The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging
critical overviews of the state of scholarship on American politics. Each volume focuses on a particular
aspect of the field. The project is under the General Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and distinguished
specialists in their respective fields edit each volume. The Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline,
but also to shape it as scholars critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it
needs to move. The series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A remarkable volume. Eric Schickler and Frances Lee have assembled an impressive array of scholars who
have produced a set of essays that cover the full range of topics for the study of Congress. They deal with
elections and institutional considerations, as well as various approaches to analyzing the House and Senate.
Moreover, the essays are not merely summaries of the literature. They offer critical evaluations of the
analyses that have been done, and perceptive and useful suggestions about future directions for research.
Every library will want to have this book in its collection, and every congressional researcher will want a
copy for her or his own."--David W. Rohde, Professor of Political Science, Duke University

"The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a grandly ambitious undertaking. Success depends on
coverage, scholarship, and editorial command. Measured by these standards, the Handbooks will be
immensely valuable to the discipline. The right topics are analyzed by knowledgeable scholars and managed
by experienced editors. A five-star project that will influence teaching and research for decades."--Charles O.
Jones, Professor Emeritus of Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison

"A service to the study of politics ... [one] of the finest volumes ever published by an academic press. Editors
Schickler and Lee have assembled an all-star cast of scholars who produce uniformly excellent,
comprehensive treatments of the vast scholarly literature on Congress ... Every library in the US should have
a copy of this book on its shelves.--S. Q. Kelly, California State University Channel Islands, CHOICE

About the Author

Eric Schickler is Jeffrey and Ashley McDermott Professor and Chair of Political Science at the University
of California-Berkeley. He is the author of Disjointed Pluralism, and co-author, with Greg Wawro, of
Filibuster: Obstruction and Lawmaking in the U.S. Senate. Both books received APSA's Richard F. Fenno
Award for the best book published on legislative politics. He is also co-author of Partisan Hearts and Minds
(with Donald Green and Bradley Palmquist), and has authored or co-authored articles in the American
Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, Journal of Politics, Legislative Studies
Quarterly, Comparative Political Studies, Studies in American Political Development, Public Opinion
Quarterly, and Social Science History.

Frances E. Lee is Professor of Government and Politics at University of Maryland-College Park. He is the
author of Beyond Ideology, coauthor of Sizing Up The Senate, and co-author of a comprehensive textbook on
the U.S. Congress, Congress and Its Members. Her research has appeared in the American Political Science
Review, American Journal of Political Science, Journal of Politics, and Legislative Studies Quarterly. Lee's
work has received national recognition, including the APSA's E. E. Schattschneider Award for the best
dissertation in American Politics, the D. B. Hardeman Award presented by the Lyndon Baines Johnson



Foundation for the best book on a congressional topic, and the APSA's Richard F. Fenno, Jr. Award for the
best book on legislative politics published.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Day:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Oxford
Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks). All type of book is it possible to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Arthur Reaves:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Thomas Schwan:

Why? Because this The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Liza Serrano:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks) when you required
it?
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