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Born in Rio de Janeiro in 1907, Oscar Niemeyer is recognized as one of the
world’s most fiercely original architects and the central figure of Brazilian
architectural Modernism. The prolific designer of more than 600 buildings,
Niemeyer has been in practice for seven decades. Architecture, he declares must
be “functional, beautiful, and shocking.” Transgressing orthodox Modernist
aesthetic doctrine and subverting hegemonic cultural models, his work privileged
invention and affirmed spectacle and luxury, pleasure, beauty, and sensuality as
legitimate architectural pursuits.
 
This gorgeously illustrated book explores the development of Niemeyer’s
extraordinary body of ideas and forms as well as his role in the construction of
Brazil’s modern image and cultural tradition. Through a detailed discussion of
his intoxicating experiments in reinforced concrete, the book offers the
opportunity to relish the stream of pleasures afforded by Niemeyer’s important
buildings, including his mid-century projects as chief architect for the new capital
of Brasília, and the spectacular Niterói Museum of Contemporary Art, completed
in 1996. Providing the first comprehensive analysis of Niemeyer’s radical work
and dissident perspective, Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of Irreverence sheds new
light on the route the architect has followed as well as on Brazilian Modernism as
a non-conformist project informed by a nationalist and anti-colonialist stance.
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Born in Rio de Janeiro in 1907, Oscar Niemeyer is recognized as one of the world’s most fiercely original
architects and the central figure of Brazilian architectural Modernism. The prolific designer of more than 600
buildings, Niemeyer has been in practice for seven decades. Architecture, he declares must be “functional,
beautiful, and shocking.” Transgressing orthodox Modernist aesthetic doctrine and subverting hegemonic
cultural models, his work privileged invention and affirmed spectacle and luxury, pleasure, beauty, and
sensuality as legitimate architectural pursuits.
 
This gorgeously illustrated book explores the development of Niemeyer’s extraordinary body of ideas and
forms as well as his role in the construction of Brazil’s modern image and cultural tradition. Through a
detailed discussion of his intoxicating experiments in reinforced concrete, the book offers the opportunity to
relish the stream of pleasures afforded by Niemeyer’s important buildings, including his mid-century
projects as chief architect for the new capital of Brasília, and the spectacular Niterói Museum of
Contemporary Art, completed in 1996. Providing the first comprehensive analysis of Niemeyer’s radical
work and dissident perspective, Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of Irreverence sheds new light on the route the
architect has followed as well as on Brazilian Modernism as a non-conformist project informed by a
nationalist and anti-colonialist stance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the richest historical, cultural, and aesthetic assessments of an architect's work I've read. . . . The
book is also a marvel of presentation."—Benhamin Schwarz, The Atlantic Monthly
(Benhamin Schwarz The Atlantic Monthly 2008-07-01)

About the Author

Styliane Philippou is an architect and independent scholar based in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of
Irreverence? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Robert Clift:

The book Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of Irreverence give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Oscar
Niemeyer: Curves of Irreverence to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up
and read a e-book Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of Irreverence. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Martha Robertson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of
Irreverence can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?



Joy Rodriguez:

You will get this Oscar Niemeyer: Curves of Irreverence by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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