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As portrayals of heroic women gain ground in film, television, and other media,
their depictions are breaking free of females as versions of male heroes or simple
stereotypes of acutely weak or overly strong women. Although heroines continue
to represent the traditional roles of mothers, goddesses, warriors, whores,
witches, and priestesses, these women are no longer just damsels in distress or
violent warriors.

In Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture, award-
winning authors from a variety of disciplines examine the changing roles of
heroic women across time. In this volume, editors Norma Jones, Maja Bajac-
Carter, and Bob Batchelor have assembled a collection of essays that broaden our
understanding of how heroines are portrayed across media, offering readers new
ways to understand, perceive, and think about women. Contributors bring fresh
readings to popular films and television shows such as The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo, Kill Bill, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Weeds, Mad Men, and Star Trek.

The representations and interpretations of these heroines are important reflections
of popular culture that simultaneously empower and constrain real life women.
These essays help readers gain a more complete understanding of female heroes,
especially as related to race, gender, power, and culture. A companion volume to
Heroines of Comic Books and Literature, this collection will appeal to academics
and broader audiences that are interested in women in popular culture.
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As portrayals of heroic women gain ground in film, television, and other media, their depictions are breaking
free of females as versions of male heroes or simple stereotypes of acutely weak or overly strong women.
Although heroines continue to represent the traditional roles of mothers, goddesses, warriors, whores,
witches, and priestesses, these women are no longer just damsels in distress or violent warriors.

In Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture, award-winning authors from a variety of
disciplines examine the changing roles of heroic women across time. In this volume, editors Norma Jones,
Maja Bajac-Carter, and Bob Batchelor have assembled a collection of essays that broaden our understanding
of how heroines are portrayed across media, offering readers new ways to understand, perceive, and think
about women. Contributors bring fresh readings to popular films and television shows such as The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo, Kill Bill, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Weeds, Mad Men, and Star Trek.

The representations and interpretations of these heroines are important reflections of popular culture that
simultaneously empower and constrain real life women. These essays help readers gain a more complete
understanding of female heroes, especially as related to race, gender, power, and culture. A companion
volume to Heroines of Comic Books and Literature, this collection will appeal to academics and broader
audiences that are interested in women in popular culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture is a book I've been hoping would have been
done years ago. While there are numerous good recent works about television and heroism, most are
decidedly one sided and favor men over women, ignoring many of the immensely complicated and nuanced
female heroines who have been the real story on television ever since the premier of Buffy back in 1997. 

This anthology takes on Buffy, of course, but casts its net wider, looking not only at Buffy (through the lens
of political economy), but also looks at heroines in less obviously fantastic worlds (Madmen's Joan Harris) as
well as looking at heroines on a global scale from Bollywood to Japanese anime to the differing movie
versions of Lisbeth Salander in The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. The wide variety of critical approaches and
methodologies and the comprehensiveness of this book make it an essential addition to the library of anyone
seriously studying gender, television and popular culture. 

Brian Cogan is an Associate Professor and Chair, Communications Department at Molloy College. He is the
author of The Encyclopedia of Punk (Sterling Press, 2008) and co-author of Everything I Needed to Know
About_________*, I Learned from Monty Python. (St. Martin's Press, 2014)

From the Back Cover
As portrayals of heroic women gain ground in film, television, and other media, their depictions are braking
free of females as versions of male heroes or simple stereotypes of acutely weak or overly strong women.
Although heroines continue to represent the traditional roles of mothers, goddesses, warriors, whores,
witches, and priestesses, these women are no longer just damsels in distress or violent warriors. 

In Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture, award-winning authors from a variety of
disciplines examine the changing roles of heroic women across time. In this volume, editors Norma Jones,
Maja Bajac-Carter, and Bob Batchelor have assembled a collection of essays that broader our understanding
of how heroines are portrayed across media, offering readers new ways to understand, perceive, and think
about women. Contributors bring fresh readings to popular films and television shows such as The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo, Kill Bill, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Weeds, Mad Men, and Star Trek. 
The representations and interpretations of these heroines are important reflections of popular culture that
simultaneously empower and constrain real women. These essays help readers gain a more complete
understanding of female heroes, especially as related to race, gender, power, and culture. A companion
volume to Heroines of Comic Books and Literature, this collection will appeal to academics and broader
audiences that are interested in women in popular culture. 

About the Author
Norma Jones is a University Fellow, David B. Smith Award recipient and doctoral candidate in the College
of Communication and Information at Kent State University. She examines heroic narratives in popular
culture as they relate to cultural identities and representations of various groups in society. Jones is an
associate editor for The Popular Culture Studies Journal, the official journal of the Midwest Popular Culture
Association.

Maja Bajac-Carter is a doctoral student at Kent State University, where her research focuses on gender,
identity, and media studies. She is a contributor to We Are What We Sell: How Advertising Shapes



American Life . . . and Always Has (2014).

Bob Batchelor is James Pedas Professor of Communication and executive director of the James Pedas
Communication Center at Thiel College. He is the author or editor of more than twenty-one books, including
Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Rowman & Littlefield, 2013). He is a member of
the editorial advisory board of The Journal of Popular Culture and editor of the Contemporary American
Literature series published by Rowman & Littlefield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

This Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Henrietta Roderick:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Mark Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in
Popular Culture, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.



Carlos Lauzon:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Heroines of Film and Television: Portrayals in Popular Culture when you required it?
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