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What is the character of secularism in countries that were not pervaded by
Christianity, such as China, India, and the nations of the Middle East? To what
extent is the secular an imposition of colonial rule? Has modern secularism
evolved organically, or is it even necessary, and has it always meant progress?
How does secularism comport with local religious cultures in Africa, and how
does it work with local forms of power and governance in Latin America?

A vital extension of Charles Taylor’s A Secular Age, in which he exhaustively
chronicled the emergence of secularism in Latin Christendom, this anthology
applies Taylor’s findings to secularism’s global migration. Abdullahi Ahmed
An-Nacim, Rajeev Bhargava, Akeel Bilgrami, Souleymane Bachir Diagne,
Sudipta Kaviraj, Claudio Lomnitz, Alfred Stepan, Charles Taylor, and Peter van
der Veer each explore the transformation of Western secularism beyond Europe,
and the collection closes with Taylor’s response to each essay. What began as a
modern reaction to—as well as a stubborn extension of—Latin Christendom has
become a complex export shaped by the world’s religious and political systems.
Brilliantly alternating between intellectual and methodological approaches, the
volume fosters a greater engagement with this phenomenon across disciplines.
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and the nations of the Middle East? To what extent is the secular an imposition of colonial rule? Has modern
secularism evolved organically, or is it even necessary, and has it always meant progress? How does
secularism comport with local religious cultures in Africa, and how does it work with local forms of power
and governance in Latin America?

A vital extension of Charles Taylor’s A Secular Age, in which he exhaustively chronicled the emergence of
secularism in Latin Christendom, this anthology applies Taylor’s findings to secularism’s global migration.
Abdullahi Ahmed An-Nacim, Rajeev Bhargava, Akeel Bilgrami, Souleymane Bachir Diagne, Sudipta
Kaviraj, Claudio Lomnitz, Alfred Stepan, Charles Taylor, and Peter van der Veer each explore the
transformation of Western secularism beyond Europe, and the collection closes with Taylor’s response to
each essay. What began as a modern reaction to—as well as a stubborn extension of—Latin Christendom has
become a complex export shaped by the world’s religious and political systems. Brilliantly alternating
between intellectual and methodological approaches, the volume fosters a greater engagement with this
phenomenon across disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review

In counterpoint to Charles Taylor's A Secular Age, a stellar list of contributors offer a diverse range of
critical perspectives exploring the ways in which the secular and secularism are translated and transformed as
they travel beyond Latin Christendom: from China to India, from the Mexican Revolution to Sufi
brotherhoods in Senegal. There is no comparable collection, as challenging and rewarding for expert and
educated public alike.

(José Casanova, Georgetown University)

Beyond the Secular West is a distinguished and important set of essays that responds to A Secular Age with
critical, broad-ranging, and sympathetic intelligence. The contributions hang together coherently despite the
various regions and disciplinary orientations that they represent and richly illuminate the complexity of the
issue of secularity as a global phenomenon with a long, diverse history.

(Uday Singh Mehta, CUNY Graduate Center)

This volume responds to Charles Taylor's A Secular Age. Framed with an introduction and responses by
Charles Taylor, the essays explore how Taylor's work applies to cultures beyond Western Latin
Christendom.... Highly recommended.

(Choice)

About the Author

Akeel Bilgrami is the Sidney Morgenbesser Professor of Philosophy and a professor on the Committee on
Global Thought at Columbia University. His books include Who's Afraid of Academic Freedom? (Columbia
University Press, 2014); Secularism, Identity, and Enchantment (2014); Self-Knowledge and Resentment
(2012); and Belief and Meaning (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

This Beyond the Secular West (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Beyond the Secular West (Religion, Culture,
and Public Life) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Beyond the Secular West (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we



realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Raymond Albanese:

The book Beyond the Secular West (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this book.

Kisha Hutton:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Beyond the Secular West (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The Beyond the Secular West (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) giving you
one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Lauren Zavala:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Beyond the Secular West
(Religion, Culture, and Public Life).
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