
Between Naturalism and Religion:
Philosophical Essays

By Jürgen Habermas

Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays By Jürgen Habermas

Two countervailing trends mark the intellectual tenor of our age the spread of
naturalistic worldviews and religious orthodoxies. Advances in biogenetics, brain
research, and robotics are clearing the way for the penetration of an objective
scientific self-understanding of persons into everyday life. For philosophy, this
trend is associated with the challenge of scientific naturalism. At the same time,
we are witnessing an unexpected revitalization of religious traditions and the
politicization of religious communities across the world. From a philosophical
perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests
postmetaphysical understanding of itself.
The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major
new book by Jrgen Habermas. On the one hand he argues for an appropriate
naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution that does justice to the normative
character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an appropriate
interpretation of the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural
rationalization increasingly denounced by the champions of religious orthodoxies
as a historical development peculiar to the West. These reflections on the
enduring importance of religion and the limits of secularism under conditions of
postmetaphysical reason set the scene for an extended treatment the political
significance of religious tolerance and for a fresh contribution to current debates
on cosmopolitanism and a constitution for international society.
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world. From a philosophical perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests postmetaphysical understanding of
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The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major new book by Jrgen Habermas.
On the one hand he argues for an appropriate naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution that does justice
to the normative character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an appropriate interpretation of
the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural rationalization increasingly denounced by the
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Editorial Review

Review
"A remarkable set of essays. The reader is again awed by the scope of Habermas' project, the wealth of his
command over European and Anglo-American scholarship, and the systematic integrity of his conclusions."
International Journal for Philosophy of Religion

"[T]here is a rich material for reflection in these essays for those interested in a variety of topics, ranging
from philosophy of mind, questions of determinism and free will, the history of modern philosophy, and
problems of truth and meaning to the nature of democracy and the possibilities of a new world order.
Habermas manages to integrate his discussion of these diverse problems in a way which is regrettably not
common in English-speaking philosophy, and for this reason above all this is a book which is well worth
reading."
Philosophy

"The volume will be of interest to all students of social, moral and political philosophy as well as philosophy
of religion and philosophy of science."
Marx and Philosophy

"A major study by a prominent German philosopher reflecting on the tension between the spread of
naturalistic worldviews and the revival of religious orthodoxies and their political influence ... the arguments
elucidated are significant for our time."
Scientific and Medical Network

From the Back Cover
Two countervailing trends mark the intellectual tenor of our age – the spread of naturalistic worldviews and
religious orthodoxies. Advances in biogenetics, brain research, and robotics are clearing the way for the
penetration of an objective scientific self-understanding of persons into everyday life. For philosophy, this
trend is associated with the challenge of scientific naturalism. At the same time, we are witnessing an
unexpected revitalization of religious traditions and the politicization of religious communities across the
world. From a philosophical perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests postmetaphysical understanding of
itself.

The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major new book by Jürgen
Habermas. On the one hand he argues for an appropriate naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution that
does justice to the normative character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an appropriate
interpretation of the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural rationalization increasingly
denounced by the champions of religious orthodoxies as a historical development peculiar to the West. These
reflections on the enduring importance of religion and the limits of secularism under conditions of
postmetaphysical reason set the scene for an extended treatment the political significance of religious
tolerance and for a fresh contribution to current debates on cosmopolitanism and a constitution for
international society.

About the Author



Jürgen Habermas is Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University of
Frankfurt.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays.

James Gabriel:

Here thing why this particular Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays. It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Between
Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays in e-book can be your alternative.

Patricia Smith:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will
be Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays.

Marcela Beach:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Between Naturalism and
Religion: Philosophical Essays which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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