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Every night the king locks his daughters in their room. Yet every morning their
shoes are full of holes. Where do they go night after night, and what do they do
to wear out their shoes? Many princes have tried to solve the mystery, but all
have failed. Now it is a poor soldier’s turn. Will he be able to discover the secret
of the twelve dancing princesses?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Nobody knows how to party like these 12 princesses who first twinkled their toes in a Brothers Grimm tale.
These young ladies manage to hide their wild nights out from everyone?especially their father, who would
never allow such behavior. But each morning the king discovers a dozen pairs of freshly shredded dancing
shoes and an exhausted brood of daughters. At wit's end, the king offers a princess's hand in marriage to any
man who can expose the daughters' mysterious escapades. Ray's (Magical Tales from Many Lands; Noah's
Ark) adaptation reads well as a timeless story of children's rebellion against strict parental rule, adopting a
"girls just wanna have fun" attitude toward deceiving the king. In her distinctive style, Ray saturates each
page with lush, intricate backgrounds and patterns, whisking readers away to an elegant dream world. Her
lavish, richly hued scenes of trees dripping with diamonds and exquisite ball gowns shimmering in the
moonlight are the grand stuff of fairy tale fantasy. Ages 4-8.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 2-3 The Complete Grimm's Fairy Tales (Pantheon, 1976) calls this ``The Shoes That Were Danced to
Pieces.'' The title of this new version may be an improvement, but the retelling is not. Part of a series of
``Easy-to-Read Folktales,'' it not only uses simplified vocabulary and sentence structure, but also introduces
dialogue and some awkward language and unnecessary explanation. It also changes some content (e.g.,
making a gun a trumpet). Seltzer uses various art techniques and achieves some interesting effects, but the
pictures often have a static and awkward quality. It is doubtful that any illustrations could rescue this text,
and these certainly do not. Ronald A. Van De Voorde, Graduate Library School, University of Arizona,
Tucson
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ages 5^-8. An excellent retelling of a Grimms' fairy tale, this picture book has everything a "princess book"
should. First, there is a princess and a worthy man who wins her in the end. Even better, it has 11 more
princesses, all bold, clever, and beautiful. Best of all, they're beautiful in different ways: blond, black, brown,
and auburn hair, both curly and straight, and each young woman with a different skin tone. The pictures have
other enigmatic touches as well--a hero with an eye patch, a princess with wings, and manuscript fragments
added to the curtains and the princesses' gowns--all the while still celebrating traditional fairy-tale elements.
Rich with warm colors and highlights of gold, the opulent artwork features a profusion of patterns within
well-composed scenes. For all the action and detail in individual illustrations, the parts never detract from the
composition as a whole. Pleasing on many levels, this is a radiant edition of an old favorite. Carolyn Phelan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

This The Twelve Dancing Princesses tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Twelve Dancing Princesses can be on the list of great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
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your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Twelve Dancing Princesses forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Adrian Johnson:

The reserve untitled The Twelve Dancing Princesses is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of The Twelve Dancing Princesses from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Michael Mitchell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Twelve
Dancing Princesses.

Cynthia Cisneros:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
The Twelve Dancing Princesses when you essential it?
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