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This thought-provoking examination of crime and criminological theory takes a
direct approach to a question that often confuses and frustrates students why do
people commit crimes? UNDERSTANDING CRIME begins with an overview of
the key elements of the study of crime and criminology, including law, public
policy, research literature, and the philosophical origins of crime theories. These
theories, based in biology, psychology, and sociology, are then broken down to
their basic elements and causal processes in order to be explored. The authors
examine the practical implications and applications each theory has on the
administration of justice. In conclusion, the text looks at the future of crime
theory by speculating whether or not new research designs, theories, and
paradigms are needed. With a new modular format, this text can be customized
for any teaching or learning style.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
L. Thomas Winfree, Jr., received his Ph.D. degree (sociology) from the University of Montana in 1976.
Besides his current position as Professor of Criminal Justice at New Mexico State University, he has held
academic appointments at the University of New Mexico, East Texas State University (now Texas A and M
University, Commerce), and Louisiana State University. Winfree has authored or co-authored over 70
refereed journal articles, 20-plus book chapters, and numerous reports. He is co-author, with Howard
Abadinsky, of UNDERSTANDING CRIME, Second Edition (Wadsworth, 2003). Included among Winfree's
research interests are youth gangs, police socialization, and contemporary justice system responses to drug
and alcohol problems.

Howard Abadinsky is professor of criminal justice at St John's University. He served eight years as an
inspector for the Cook County, Illinois, sheriff and 15 years as a New York state parole officer and senior
parole officer. The founder of the International Association for the Study of Organized Crime, he also served
as a consultant to the President's Commission on Organized Crime. He holds a B.A. from Queens College of
the City University of New York, an M.S.W. from Fordham University, and a Ph.D. in sociology from New
York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

The book Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological Theory make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological Theory to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like start and read a publication Understanding Crime: Essentials of
Criminological Theory. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Christopher Price:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological Theory book is readable
by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological Theory content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological
Theory is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?



Jackson Cabrera:

Typically the book Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological Theory has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this book.

Roger Moxley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Understanding Crime: Essentials of
Criminological Theory that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Understanding Crime: Essentials of Criminological Theory
become your personal starter.
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