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As well as 'play-makers' and 'poets', playwrights of the early modern period were
known as 'play-patchers' because their texts were made from separate documents.
This book is the first to consider all the papers created by authors and theatres by
the time of the opening performance, recovering types of script not previously
known to have existed. With chapters on plot-scenarios, arguments, playbills,
prologues and epilogues, songs, staged scrolls, backstage-plots and parts, it
shows how textually distinct production was from any single unified book. And,
as performance documents were easily lost, relegated or reused, the story of a
play's patchy creation also becomes the story of its co-authorship, cuts, revisions
and additions. Using a large body of fresh evidence, Documents of Performance
in Early Modern England brings a wholly new reading to printed and manuscript
playbooks of the Shakespearean period, redefining what a play, and what a
playwright, actually is.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... essential reading for theater historians, critics and editors alike."
Ross King, The Times Literary Supplement

"Very occasionally a book comes along which should have a significant revisionary effect across a number
of academic areas of study. Documents of Performance is such a book ... Tiffany Stern calls into question
many of the assumptions behind current early modern scholarship on authorship attribution, editing theory
and practice, paratextual materials, playhouse performance, and play interpretation ... Stern's important
arguments on the patchiness of plays [...] all early modern theater scholars will now have to take into
account."
Anne Lancashire, Renaissance Quarterly

"... a major contribution to our understanding of early modern theater practice ... required reading."
Alan Dessen, Shakespeare Studies

"... a wealth of intriguing insights ... teaches us more about [documents'] use and importance than we thought
could be known."
Lukas Erne, Around the Globe

"... an important and fascinating book ... challenges many misconceptions and sheds new light on the
personnel and practices of early modern theaters and on the fragmentary character of the texts they required,
produced, used ... Documents of Performance is ... constantly enlightening ... lively ... impressive ..."
C. E. McGee, Shakespeare Quarterly

"... outstrips the magisterial E. K. Chambers."
Katherine Duncan-Jones (book of the year, The Times Literary Supplement)

"The exciting thing about Tiffany Stern's widely acclaimed book, Documents of Performance in Early
Modern England, is that it made me look again at familiar literary and theatrical material that I had long
taken for granted ... Stern's reading is staggeringly wide and her book - besides being both easily readable
and entertaining - is full of pertinent illustrations of her various conclusions ... I was excited by all that I was
learning ... This is an important study, stimulating and riveting to read, exhaustively well-researched and
clearly organized. I heartily recommend it."
Mary Rosenberg, Shakespeare Newsletter

About the Author
Tiffany Stern is Professor of Early Modern Drama at Oxford University and the Beaverbrook and Bouverie
Fellow and Tutor in English Literature at University College, Oxford. She specialises in Shakespeare, theatre
history from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, book history and editing. Her previous publications
include Shakespeare in Parts (co-written with Simon Palfrey, 2007, and winner of the 2009 David Bevington
Award for Best New Book in Early Drama Studies), Making Shakespeare (2004) and Rehearsal from
Shakespeare to Sheridan (2000).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Muriel Colvard:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They are reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Documents of Performance in Early Modern England.

Ellis Pauling:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book Documents of Performance in Early Modern England has been making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The book Documents of Performance in Early Modern England is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Documents of Performance in Early Modern England.
You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Stephany Garcia:

The book Documents of Performance in Early Modern England will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Documents of Performance in Early Modern England is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Billy Doyle:

You can find this Documents of Performance in Early Modern England by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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