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This book is a scholarly examination of the political thought of Rabbi Meir
(Maharam) of Rothenburg, the most important thirteenth century German Rabbi
who was associated with the Pietist movement of the period. From the
Maharam's responsa on community matters, a coherent political thought emerges
that exercised nearly unprecedented influence on European Jewish communities
up to the Jewish Emancipation. Rabbi Meir's extremely sophisticated attempt to
bal ance the demands of the community against those of the individual was
facilitated by a characteristic three-tiered structure to his political thought:
concrete legal rules supported by value-laden legal principles built upon his
genera religiousideology. Through a systematic analysis of the Maharam's
political thought, Isaac Lifshitz offers an origina contribution to Jewish studies,
political theory, and the study of legal philosophy. By considering the legal and
theological underpinnings of one of Medieval Jewry's most influential figures, it
a so makes a contribution to the history of ideasin the Medieval period.
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This book is a scholarly examination of the political thought of Rabbi Meir (Maharam) of Rothenburg, the
most important thirteenth century German Rabbi who was associated with the Pietist movement of the
period. From the Maharam's responsa on community matters, a coherent political thought emerges that
exercised nearly unprecedented influence on European Jewish communities up to the Jewish Emancipation.
Rabbi Meir's extremely sophisticated attempt to balance the demands of the community against those of the
individual was facilitated by a characteristic three-tiered structure to his political thought: concrete legal
rules supported by value-laden legal principles built upon his general religious ideology. Through a
systematic analysis of the Maharam's political thought, Isaac Lifshitz offers an original contribution to
Jewish studies, political theory, and the study of legal philosophy. By considering the legal and theological
underpinnings of one of Medieval Jewry's most influential figures, it aso makes a contribution to the history
of ideasin the Medieva period.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This splendid, erudite book will serve many audiences, including historians of Judaism and students of
comparative law and of comparative political thought." Menachem Kellner, Shalem College, Jerusalem

It is often assumed that medieval Jewish thinkers only formulated political theory in a Platonic or
Aristotelian mold. But, in this extraordinary and original study, Isaac Lifshitz clearly and persuasively shows
that the thirteenth-century German rabbi, Meir of Rothenburg, formulated a political theory out of classical
Jewish sources alone, using rabbinic conceptions alone. Only a scholar of Isaac Lifshitz's vast learning and
theoretical perspicacity could have reconstructed Rabbi Meir's political theory in away that nonspecialists
can readily understand. Thisbook is an original contribution to Jewish studies specifically, and to political
theory in general.' David Novak, University of Toronto

‘Thisinvestigation into the political theory of Rabbi Meir Rothenburg is a major contribution to both the
theory of halachic dispute and the emergence of a Jewish political discourse in the Middle Ages. Retracing
the sources of Rabbi Rothenburg back to Torah, Talmud, the Geonim, and the Sephardic thinkers, this
brilliant research demonstrates his unique concept of a Jewish political theology.' Christoph Schmidt,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

About the Author

Joseph Isaac Lifshitz is asenior lecturer at the Shalem College and afellow of the Goldstein-Goren Diaspora
Research Center at Tel Aviv University. He also teaches Talmud at R' Yitzchak Y echiel Yeshivain
Jerusalem. His research areas include Jewish philosophy, Talmud, Jewish law, Jewish history, and political
theory. He has published widely on the law and philosophy of the Sabbath and on Jewish economic thought.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nathaniel Thomas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of
Jewish Political Thought. Try to face the book Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish
Political Thought as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you alot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

James Dani€ls:

The book Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Palitical Thought give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your



best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Rabbi Meir of
Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Cheryl Cooley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of
us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political
Thought will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Byron Hiebert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Rabbi Meir
of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought.
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