
The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries:
(Forgotten Books)

By W. Y. Evans-Wentz

The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books) By W. Y. Evans-
Wentz

Book Description:

"This is one of the most in-depth and scholarly attempts to explain the
phenomena of the Celtic belief in fairies. Based on Evans-Wentz' Oxford
doctoral thesis, it includes an extensive survey of the literature from many
different perspectives, including folk-lore, history, anthropology and psychology.

The heart of the book is the ethnographic fieldwork conducted by Evans-Wentz,
an invaluable snapshot of the fairy belief system taken just on the cusp of
modernity. There are regional surveys of the fairy-faith in Ireland, Wales,
Scotland, Brittany and the Isle of Man. Evan-Wentz later went on to become one
of the leading authorities on Buddhism, and published many of the key
documents of Tibetan Buddhism including the Tibetan Book of the Dead.

Evans-Wentz examines each of the hypothetical explanations of the fairy
phenomena. Among these are the theories that fairies were a reclusive race of
dwarfs, that they are disembodied spirits, or that they are a figment of our
imaginations. Evans-Wentz concludes that they may indeed be a manifestation of
inhabitants of a higher reality that only some of us are able to view, let alone
understand.

We come away from this study with a multi-dimensional view of the fairies,
who, much like the grey aliens of UFO belief, inhabit a narrative which seems
too consistent to be the product of insanity, yet too bizarre for conventional
explanation." (Quote from sacred-texts.com)
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Editorial Review

About the Author
About the Author:

"Walter Yeeling Evans-Wentz was an anthropologist and writer who was a pioneer in the study of Tibetan
Buddhism. He was born in Trenton, New Jersey, and as a teenager read Madame Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled
and The Secret Doctrine and became interested in the teachings of Theosophy. He received both his B.A. and
M.A. from Stanford University, where he studied with William James and William Butler Yeats. He then
studied Celtic mythology and folklore at Jesus College, Oxford (1907); there he adopted the form Evans-
Wentz for his name. He travelled extensively, spending time in Mexico, Europe, and the Far East. He spent
the years of the First World War in Egypt. He later travelled to Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) and India, reaching
Darjeeling in 1919; there he enountered Tibetan religious texts firsthand.

Evans-Wentz is best known for his series of four books of spiritual works translated from the Tibetan.
Evans-Wentz credited himself only as the compiler and editor of these volumes. The actual translation of the
texts was performed by Tibetan Buddhists, primarily Lama Kazi Dawa-Samdup (1868-1922), a teacher of
English at the Maharaja's Boy's School in Gangtok, Sikkim who had also done translations for Alexandra
David-Neel and Sir John Woodroffe.

The Department of Religious Studies at Stanford University has hosted The Evans-Wentz Lectureship in
Asian Philosophy, Religion, and Ethics since 1969, funded by a bequest from Evans-Wentz." (Quote from
wikipedia.org)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Fairy-Faith in
Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this
era. Often the book untitled The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books)is a single of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Benjamin White:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get prior to. The The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books) giving you



one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Lyle Morales:

The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Fairy-Faith in Celtic
Countries: (Forgotten Books) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Donald Noble:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries: (Forgotten Books) when you essential it?
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