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In his first novel, A Happy Death, written when he was in his early twenties and
retrieved from his private papers following his death in I960, Albert Camus laid
the foundation for The Stranger, focusing in both works on an Algerian clerk
who kills a man in cold blood. But he also revealed himself to an extent that he
never would in his later fiction. For if A Happy Death is the study of a rule-
bound being shattering the fetters of his existence, it is also a remarkably candid
portrait of its author as a young man.

As the novel follows the protagonist, Patrice Mersault, to his victim's house --
and then, fleeing, in a journey that takes him through stages of exile, hedonism,
privation, and death -it gives us a glimpse into the imagination of one of the great
writers of the twentieth century. For here is the young Camus himself, in love
with the sea and sun, enraptured by women yet disdainful of romantic love, and
already formulating the philosophy of action and moral responsibility that would
make him central to the thought of our time.

Translated from the French by Richard Howard
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Inside Flap
In his first novel, A Happy Death, written when he was in his early twenties and retrieved from his private
papers following his death in I960, Albert Camus laid the foundation for The Stranger, focusing in both
works on an Algerian clerk who kills a man in cold blood. But he also revealed himself to an extent that he
never would in his later fiction. For if A Happy Death is the study of a rule-bound being shattering the fetters
of his existence, it is also a remarkably candid portrait of its author as a young man.
As the novel follows the protagonist, Patrice Mersault, to his victim's house -- and then, fleeing, in a journey
that takes him through stages of exile, hedonism, privation, and death -it gives us a glimpse into the
imagination of one of the great writers of the twentieth century. For here is the young Camus himself, in love
with the sea and sun, enraptured by women yet disdainful of romantic love, and already formulating the
philosophy of action and moral responsibility that would make him central to the thought of our time.
Translated from the French by Richard Howard

About the Author
Albert Camus was born in Algeria in 1913. His childhood was poor, although not unhappy. He studied
philosophy at the University of Algiers, and became a journalist as well as organizing the Theatre de
l'equipe, a young avant-garde dramatic group. His early essays were collected in L'Envers et l'endroit (The
Wrong Side and the Right Side) and Noces (Nuptials). He went to Paris, where he worked on the newspaper
Paris Soir before returning to Algeria. His play, Caligula, appeared in 1939. His first two important books,
L'Etranger (The Outsider) and the long essay Le Mythe de Sisyphe (The Myth of Sisyphus), were published
when he returned to Paris. After the occupation of France by the Germans in 1941, Camus became one of the
intellectual leaders of the Resistance movement. He edited and contributed to the underground newspaper
Combat, which he had helped to found. After the war he devoted himself to writing and established an
international reputation with such books as La Peste (The Plague 1947), Les Justes (The Just 1949) and La
Chute (The Fall; 1956). During the late 1950s Camus renewed his active interest in the theatre, writing and
directing stage adaptations of William Faulkner's Requiem for a Nun and Dostoyevsky's The Possessed. He
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1957. He was killed in a road accident in 1960.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Broome:

Here thing why this particular A Happy Death are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. A Happy Death giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no publication that similar with A Happy Death. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A Happy Death in e-book can be



your option.

April Hannah:

This A Happy Death is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Happy Death in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Marlyn Melia:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and A Happy Death or perhaps others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A Happy Death to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Matthew Simons:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Happy Death can make you feel more interested to read.
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