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By emphasizing how history, political culture, rules, and institutions influence
choices that lie at the heart of governing, this book presses the reader to think
about how these forces conspire to shape politics today and how they will
determine the state of affairs tomorrow. The thoroughly revised fourth edition
includes coverage of the political problems raised by the state's persistent
drought, the widening of health care access to low-income children and adults,
the increase in the state's minimum wage, controversy over legislation for
mandatory vaccination of schoolchildren, and the state's precariously balanced
budget.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This well-organized and clearly written book provides students with a solid foundation in California
government and works well in an introductory course. In addition to explaining the nuts and bolts of
everything from institutions to the budget to the initiative process, it explores political debates and
controversies and motivates students to learn what is at stake in state level politics." -- Ronnee Schreiber
"The strengths of Van Vechten's text are its brevity and its preference for straight talking. Students
appreciate the absence of hyperbole and exaggeration that tends to accompany a lot of the discussion of
California politics. I am relieved to have found the book, especially since it is so much more affordable and
readable than others. " -- Sarah John "Van Vechten's book is the best introduction to California politics
available. Covering topics from direct democracy to citizen engagement, her analysis of California politics is
of such high quality that I often use this book as my main political science textbook, even in American
politics courses." -- David Selby

About the Author
Renee B. Van Vechten is associate professor of political science at the University of Redlands, where she
teaches courses primarily in American Government and California Politics. She received her PhD in political
science from the University of California, Irvine. In 2002-03, she was a Kevin Starr Fellow in California
Studies, and in 2008, was honored with the Rowman and Littlefield Award for Innovative Teaching in
Political Science, the American Political Science Association's national teaching award at that time. She is
also engaged in the scholarship of teaching and learning. A lifelong resident of Southern California, she has
spent the better part of her professional life studying, writing, and lecturing about California institutions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Roberts:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide California Politics: A Primer (Fourth
Edition) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Deborah Hagan:

Here thing why this specific California Politics: A Primer (Fourth Edition) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. California Politics: A Primer (Fourth Edition) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with California
Politics: A Primer (Fourth Edition). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily



bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of California Politics: A Primer (Fourth Edition) in
e-book can be your alternate.

Lloyd Schuler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this California
Politics: A Primer (Fourth Edition).

Steven Craig:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book California Politics: A Primer (Fourth Edition)
was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book California Politics: A Primer
(Fourth Edition) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.
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