
The Gate of Heaven: The History and
Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem

By Margaret Barker

The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in
Jerusalem By Margaret Barker

In this book, first published in 1991, the prolific and innovative British biblical
scholar Margaret Barker sets out to explore the origins and the afterlife of
traditions about the Temple in Judaism. Using evidence from the deutero-
canonical and pseudepigraphic texts, Qumran and rabbinic material, as well as
early Christian texts and liturgies, she advances a host of radical and suggestive
theories, including the following: 1. Apocalyptic writing was the temple
tradition. 2. Temple buildings were aligned to establish a solar calendar, thus
explaining the astronomical texts incorporated in 1 Enoch 3. The temple
symbolism of priest and sanctuary antedated the Eden stories of Genesis. 4. The
temple buildings depicted heaven and earth separated by a veil of created matter.
5. The throne visions, the basis of the later Merkavah mysticism, originated as
high priestly sanctuary experiences, first attested in Isaiah but originating in the
royal cult when king figures passed beyond the temple veil from earth into
heaven, from immortality to the resurrected state, and then returned.
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In this book, first published in 1991, the prolific and innovative British biblical scholar Margaret Barker sets
out to explore the origins and the afterlife of traditions about the Temple in Judaism. Using evidence from
the deutero-canonical and pseudepigraphic texts, Qumran and rabbinic material, as well as early Christian
texts and liturgies, she advances a host of radical and suggestive theories, including the following: 1.
Apocalyptic writing was the temple tradition. 2. Temple buildings were aligned to establish a solar calendar,
thus explaining the astronomical texts incorporated in 1 Enoch 3. The temple symbolism of priest and
sanctuary antedated the Eden stories of Genesis. 4. The temple buildings depicted heaven and earth separated
by a veil of created matter. 5. The throne visions, the basis of the later Merkavah mysticism, originated as
high priestly sanctuary experiences, first attested in Isaiah but originating in the royal cult when king figures
passed beyond the temple veil from earth into heaven, from immortality to the resurrected state, and then
returned.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Atkinson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Gate of Heaven: The History and
Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Jennifer Wetzel:

Often the book The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem will bring you
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Gate of Heaven: The History
and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

David Packard:

The e-book untitled The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem is the
guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Gate of Heaven: The
History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Helen Velez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem
was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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