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What did it mean to be a wife, woman, or slave in a society in which a land-
owning woman was forbidden to lay with her male slave but the same slave
might be allowed to take concubines? Jurists of the nascent Maliki, Hanafi, and
Shafi‘i legal schools frequently compared marriage to purchase and divorce to
manumission. Juggling scripture, precedent, and custom on one hand, and the
requirements of logical consistency on the other, legal scholars engaged in
vigorous debate. The emerging consensus demonstrated a self-perpetuating
analogy between a husband’s status as master and a wife’s as slave, even as
jurists insisted on the dignity of free women and, increasingly, the masculine
rights of enslaved husbands.

Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam presents the first systematic analysis of how
these jurists conceptualized marriage?its rights and obligations?using the same
rhetoric of ownership used to describe slavery. Kecia Ali explores parallels
between marriage and concubinage that legitimized sex and legitimated offspring
using eighth- through tenth-century legal texts. As the jurists discussed claims
spouses could make on each other?including dower, sex, obedience, and
companionship–they returned repeatedly to issues of legal status: wife and
concubine, slave and free, male and female.

Complementing the growing body of scholarship on Islamic marital and family
law, Ali boldly contributes to the ongoing debates over feminism, sexuality, and
reform in Islam.
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What did it mean to be a wife, woman, or slave in a society in which a land-owning woman was forbidden to
lay with her male slave but the same slave might be allowed to take concubines? Jurists of the nascent
Maliki, Hanafi, and Shafi‘i legal schools frequently compared marriage to purchase and divorce to
manumission. Juggling scripture, precedent, and custom on one hand, and the requirements of logical
consistency on the other, legal scholars engaged in vigorous debate. The emerging consensus demonstrated a
self-perpetuating analogy between a husband’s status as master and a wife’s as slave, even as jurists insisted
on the dignity of free women and, increasingly, the masculine rights of enslaved husbands.

Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam presents the first systematic analysis of how these jurists
conceptualized marriage?its rights and obligations?using the same rhetoric of ownership used to describe
slavery. Kecia Ali explores parallels between marriage and concubinage that legitimized sex and legitimated
offspring using eighth- through tenth-century legal texts. As the jurists discussed claims spouses could make
on each other?including dower, sex, obedience, and companionship–they returned repeatedly to issues of
legal status: wife and concubine, slave and free, male and female.

Complementing the growing body of scholarship on Islamic marital and family law, Ali boldly contributes to
the ongoing debates over feminism, sexuality, and reform in Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
Brilliant, eloquent and insightful ... It is difficult to overstate the contribution of this book to our
understanding of gender, marriage and slavery in Islam. --Yossef Rapoport, author of Marriage, Money, and
Divorce in Medieval Islamic Society

[T]his work's analytical clarity, conceptual sophistication, and penetrating analysis of dense legal texts will
make it the standard against which future works in Islam and gender are measured. -- Mohammad Fadel,
Associate Professor of Law, University of Toronto

A remarkable research accomplishment. Ali leads us through three strands of early Islamic jurisprudence
with careful attention to the nuances and details of the arguments. (Judith Tucker, author of Women, Family,
and Gender in Islamic Law)

About the Author
Kecia Ali is Associate Professor of Religion at Boston University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam.
All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Gregory Morrow:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam it is very good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high
quality.



Emily Higginbotham:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Marriage and Slavery in
Early Islam which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Estella Pierre:

This Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Marriage and Slavery in Early
Islam can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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