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Erika Fischer-Lichte's introduction to the discipline of Theatre and Performance
Studies is a strikingly authoritative and wide ranging guide to the study of
theatre in all of its forms. Its three-part structure moves from the first steps in
starting to think about performance, through to the diverse and interrelated
concerns required of higher-level study:

Part 1 – Central Concepts for Theatre and Performance Research – introduces the
language and key ideas that are used to discuss and think about theatre: concepts
of performance; the emergence of meaning; and the theatrical event as an
experience shared by actors and spectators. Part 1 contextualizes these concepts
by tracing the history of Theatre and Performance Studies as a discipline.

Part 2 – Fields, Theories and Methods – looks at how to analyse a performance
and how to conduct theatre-historiographical research. This section is concerned
with the 'doing' of Theatre and Performance Studies: establishing and
understanding different methodological approaches; using sources effectively;
and building theoretical frameworks.

Part 3 – Pushing Boundaries – expands on the lessons of Parts 1 and 2 in order to
engage with theatre and performance in a global context. Part 3 introduces the
concept of 'interweaving performance cultures'; explores the interrelation of
theatre with the other arts; and develops a transformative aesthetics of
performance.

Case studies throughout the book root its theoretical discussion in theatrical
practice. Focused accounts of plays, practitioners and performances map the
development of Theatre and Performance Studies as an academic discipline, and
of the theatre itself as an art form. This is the most comprehensive and
sophisticated introduction to the field available, written by one of its foremost
scholars.
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Erika Fischer-Lichte's introduction to the discipline of Theatre and Performance Studies is a strikingly
authoritative and wide ranging guide to the study of theatre in all of its forms. Its three-part structure moves
from the first steps in starting to think about performance, through to the diverse and interrelated concerns
required of higher-level study:

Part 1 – Central Concepts for Theatre and Performance Research – introduces the language and key ideas
that are used to discuss and think about theatre: concepts of performance; the emergence of meaning; and the
theatrical event as an experience shared by actors and spectators. Part 1 contextualizes these concepts by
tracing the history of Theatre and Performance Studies as a discipline.

Part 2 – Fields, Theories and Methods – looks at how to analyse a performance and how to conduct theatre-
historiographical research. This section is concerned with the 'doing' of Theatre and Performance Studies:
establishing and understanding different methodological approaches; using sources effectively; and building
theoretical frameworks.

Part 3 – Pushing Boundaries – expands on the lessons of Parts 1 and 2 in order to engage with theatre and
performance in a global context. Part 3 introduces the concept of 'interweaving performance cultures';
explores the interrelation of theatre with the other arts; and develops a transformative aesthetics of
performance.

Case studies throughout the book root its theoretical discussion in theatrical practice. Focused accounts of
plays, practitioners and performances map the development of Theatre and Performance Studies as an
academic discipline, and of the theatre itself as an art form. This is the most comprehensive and sophisticated
introduction to the field available, written by one of its foremost scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Rarely do books with “introduction” in the title exhibit the depth of synthesis that this one does.
Fischer-Lichte’s book, as edited and translated by Minou Arjomand and Romona Mosse, is
stimulating in its approach, conversational tone, and ease of access to interesting points of view...This
well-researched, cogent study will be a fine addition to any theatre and performance studies collection.
Summing up:  Recommended." - CHOICE, November 2014

About the Author

Erika Fischer-Lichte is Professor of Theatre Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin and Chair of the Institute
for Advanced Studies on "Interweaving Cultures in Performance" founded in 2008. Among her many
publications are Global Ibsen. Performing Multiple Modernities (2010), The Transformative Power of
Performance: A New Aesthetics (2008, German 2004), and Theatre, Sacrifice, Ritual. Exploring Forms of
Political Theatre (2005).

Ramona Mosse is Lecturer in Theatre Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin, where she previously
completed a fellowship at the International Research Center "Interweaving Performance Cultures."

Minou Arjomand is Assistant Professor of English at Boston University. Her research focuses on the
relationship between theatre and political trials in postwar Germany and the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Routledge Introduction to
Theatre and Performance Studies to read.

Mable Garza:

Typically the book The Routledge Introduction to Theatre and Performance Studies will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Routledge Introduction to
Theatre and Performance Studies is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in



the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Melissa Becker:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Routledge Introduction to Theatre and Performance Studies.

Martin Duval:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Routledge Introduction to Theatre and Performance
Studies can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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