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It is a widespread prejudice of modern, scientific society that "magic" is merely a
ludicrous amalgam of recipes and methods derived from primitive and erroneous
notions about nature. Eros and Magic in the Renaissance challenges this view,
providing an in-depth scholarly explanation of the workings of magic and
showing that magic continues to exist in an altered form even today.

Renaissance magic, according to Ioan Couliano, was a scientifically plausible
attempt to manipulate individuals and groups based on a knowledge of
motivations, particularly erotic motivations. Its key principle was that everyone
(and in a sense everything) could be influenced by appeal to sexual desire. In
addition, the magician relied on a profound knowledge of the art of memory to
manipulate the imaginations of his subjects. In these respects, Couliano suggests,
magic is the precursor of the modern psychological and sociological sciences,
and the magician is the distant ancestor of the psychoanalyst and the advertising
and publicity agent.

In the course of his study, Couliano examines in detail the ideas of such writers
as Giordano Bruno, Marsilio Ficino, and Pico della Mirandola and illuminates
many aspects of Renaissance culture, including heresy, medicine, astrology,
alchemy, courtly love, the influence of classical mythology, and even the role of
fashion in clothing.

Just as science gives the present age its ruling myth, so magic gave a ruling myth
to the Renaissance. Because magic relied upon the use of images, and images
were repressed and banned in the Reformation and subsequent history, magic
was replaced by exact science and modern technology and eventually forgotten.
Couliano's remarkable scholarship helps us to recover much of its original
significance and will interest a wide audience in the humanities and social
sciences.

 Download Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Origina ...pdf

 Read Online Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Origi ...pdf

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0226123162




Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original
Paperback)

By Ioan P. Culianu, Margaret Cook, Ioan P. Couliano

Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) By Ioan P. Culianu, Margaret Cook,
Ioan P. Couliano

It is a widespread prejudice of modern, scientific society that "magic" is merely a ludicrous amalgam of
recipes and methods derived from primitive and erroneous notions about nature. Eros and Magic in the
Renaissance challenges this view, providing an in-depth scholarly explanation of the workings of magic and
showing that magic continues to exist in an altered form even today.

Renaissance magic, according to Ioan Couliano, was a scientifically plausible attempt to manipulate
individuals and groups based on a knowledge of motivations, particularly erotic motivations. Its key
principle was that everyone (and in a sense everything) could be influenced by appeal to sexual desire. In
addition, the magician relied on a profound knowledge of the art of memory to manipulate the imaginations
of his subjects. In these respects, Couliano suggests, magic is the precursor of the modern psychological and
sociological sciences, and the magician is the distant ancestor of the psychoanalyst and the advertising and
publicity agent.

In the course of his study, Couliano examines in detail the ideas of such writers as Giordano Bruno, Marsilio
Ficino, and Pico della Mirandola and illuminates many aspects of Renaissance culture, including heresy,
medicine, astrology, alchemy, courtly love, the influence of classical mythology, and even the role of fashion
in clothing.

Just as science gives the present age its ruling myth, so magic gave a ruling myth to the Renaissance.
Because magic relied upon the use of images, and images were repressed and banned in the Reformation and
subsequent history, magic was replaced by exact science and modern technology and eventually forgotten.
Couliano's remarkable scholarship helps us to recover much of its original significance and will interest a
wide audience in the humanities and social sciences.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author

Ioan P. Couliano (1950-91) was a fellow of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study (Wassenaar) and
Professor in the Divinity School at the University of Chicago at the time of his death. His many books and
articles include Experiences de l'extase, Gnosticismo, and Psychanodia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback).
Try to stumble through book Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) as your close
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Numbers Harless:

The book Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book
Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a book Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago
Original Paperback). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Sarah Creamer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Eros and Magic in the
Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then



how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original
Paperback) become your own personal starter.

Kevin Dobson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original
Paperback) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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