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Here in a newly annotated edition are the two founding documents of the United
States of America: the Declaration of Independence (1776), our great
revolutionary manifesto, and the Constitution (1787–88), in which “We the
People” forged a new nation and built the framework for our federal republic.
Together with the Bill of Rights and the Civil War amendments, these documents
constitute what James Madison called our “political scriptures” and have come to
define us as a people. Now a Pulitzer Prize–winning historian serves as a guide to
these texts, providing historical contexts and offering interpretive commentary.

In an introductory essay written for the general reader, Jack N. Rakove provides
a narrative political account of how these documents came to be written. In his
commentary on the Declaration of Independence, Rakove sets the historical
context for a fuller appreciation of the important preamble and the list of charges
leveled against the Crown. When he glosses the Constitution, the Bill of Rights,
and the subsequent amendments, Rakove once again provides helpful historical
background, targets language that has proven particularly difficult or
controversial, and cites leading Supreme Court cases. A chronology of events
provides a framework for understanding the road to Philadelphia. The general
reader will not find a better, more helpful guide to our founding documents than
Jack N. Rakove.
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Declaration of Independence (1776), our great revolutionary manifesto, and the Constitution (1787–88), in
which “We the People” forged a new nation and built the framework for our federal republic. Together with
the Bill of Rights and the Civil War amendments, these documents constitute what James Madison called our
“political scriptures” and have come to define us as a people. Now a Pulitzer Prize–winning historian serves
as a guide to these texts, providing historical contexts and offering interpretive commentary.

In an introductory essay written for the general reader, Jack N. Rakove provides a narrative political account
of how these documents came to be written. In his commentary on the Declaration of Independence, Rakove
sets the historical context for a fuller appreciation of the important preamble and the list of charges leveled
against the Crown. When he glosses the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the subsequent amendments,
Rakove once again provides helpful historical background, targets language that has proven particularly
difficult or controversial, and cites leading Supreme Court cases. A chronology of events provides a
framework for understanding the road to Philadelphia. The general reader will not find a better, more helpful
guide to our founding documents than Jack N. Rakove.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeff Wheeler:

This book untitled The Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Christopher Barry:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Annotated U.S. Constitution and
Declaration of Independence is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Pat Clark:

You can find this The Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Shelia Sepulveda:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Annotated
U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence.
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