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Quebec City, 1908. Two priests-to-be are ordered to deliver a letter to a
controversial visitor to their city: the legendary French actress, Sarah Bernhardt.']

As part of her long career, Bernhardt – known to her loyal fans as “The Divine” –
visited Canada several times between 1880 and 1917, most often visiting
Montreal, but once – just once – alighting in Quebec City. It is this singular
historic visit, about which little is known, that Bouchard takes as the backdrop
for his play, exploring conservative and progressive veins in competition through
turn-of-the-century North America, with a focus on Quebec, that province on the
verge of great change.

Michaud, the son of the province’s minister of finance, is a theatre lover. Talbot,
on the other hand has arrived at the seminary on the very day of Bernhardt’s
arrival in town, he comes from a family struggling with poverty and clearly has
more pressing concerns. The two are ordered to deliver a letter from the
Archbishop forbidding Bernhardt to appear on stage at any point during her one
and only visit to Quebec City, on the grounds that she has decided to perform a
play in which Adrienne Lecovreur “sings the praises of adulterous love” and
“ridicules a man of the cloth portrayed as a plotting habitué of Parisian salons.”

And so the stage is set for a battle for the hearts and minds of Quebeckers
through these two seminarians: the powerful Catholic Church on one side, and
the power of the divine Sarah Bernhardt – and the world of the theatre – on the
other.

The Divine was commissioned for the 2015 Shaw Festival in honour of George
Bernard Shaw and everyone who loves the theatre, and in memory of Sarah
Bernhardt, “the woman who dares to say everything that should be left unsaid.”
Cast of five women and eight men.
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Quebec City, 1908. Two priests-to-be are ordered to deliver a letter to a controversial visitor to their city: the
legendary French actress, Sarah Bernhardt.']

As part of her long career, Bernhardt – known to her loyal fans as “The Divine” – visited Canada several
times between 1880 and 1917, most often visiting Montreal, but once – just once – alighting in Quebec City.
It is this singular historic visit, about which little is known, that Bouchard takes as the backdrop for his play,
exploring conservative and progressive veins in competition through turn-of-the-century North America,
with a focus on Quebec, that province on the verge of great change.

Michaud, the son of the province’s minister of finance, is a theatre lover. Talbot, on the other hand has
arrived at the seminary on the very day of Bernhardt’s arrival in town, he comes from a family struggling
with poverty and clearly has more pressing concerns. The two are ordered to deliver a letter from the
Archbishop forbidding Bernhardt to appear on stage at any point during her one and only visit to Quebec
City, on the grounds that she has decided to perform a play in which Adrienne Lecovreur “sings the praises
of adulterous love” and “ridicules a man of the cloth portrayed as a plotting habitué of Parisian salons.”

And so the stage is set for a battle for the hearts and minds of Quebeckers through these two seminarians: the
powerful Catholic Church on one side, and the power of the divine Sarah Bernhardt – and the world of the
theatre – on the other.

The Divine was commissioned for the 2015 Shaw Festival in honour of George Bernard Shaw and everyone
who loves the theatre, and in memory of Sarah Bernhardt, “the woman who dares to say everything that
should be left unsaid.”
Cast of five women and eight men.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Quebec playwright Michel Marc Bouchard emerged on the professional theatre scene in 1985. Since then
he has written twenty-five plays and has been the recipient of numerous awards, including, in June 2012, the
prestigious National Order of Quebec for his contribution to Quebec culture, and, in 2005, the Order of
Canada. He has also received le Prix Littéraire du Journal de Montréal, Prix du Cercle des critiques de
l’Outaouais, the Governor General’s Performing Arts Award, the Dora Mavor Moore Award, and the
Chalmers Award for Outstanding New Play. Translated into nine languages, Bouchard’s bold, visionary
works have represented Canada at major festivals around the world.

_____________________________

Linda Gaboriau is an award-winning literary translator based in Montreal. Her translations of plays by
Quebec’s most prominent playwrights have been published and produced across Canada and abroad. In her
work as a literary manager and dramaturge, she has directed numerous translation residencies and
international exchange projects. She was the founding director of the Banff International Literary Translation
Centre. Gaboriau has twice won the Governor General’s Award for Translation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kay Young:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Divine: A Play for Sarah
Bernhardt. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Nathan Weaver:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Divine: A Play for Sarah Bernhardt
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Jesus Brewster:

The feeling that you get from The Divine: A Play for Sarah Bernhardt may be the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Divine: A Play for Sarah Bernhardt giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Divine: A Play for Sarah Bernhardt instantly.

Christopher Parker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Divine: A Play for Sarah Bernhardt why because
the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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