
Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early
Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks)

By Robert Parker

Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon
Paperbacks) By Robert Parker

Most of the commonly read Greek texts address "pollution". The pollution theme
appears in tragedies, historical texts, and political oratory. Purity is a constant
concern in ritual texts, and Greeks underwent many small purifications in their
everyday lives. Certain archaic religious movements even made "purification"
the path to felicity in the afterlife. First published in 1983, Miasma is the first
work in English to treat this theme in detail.
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Most of the commonly read Greek texts address "pollution". The pollution theme appears in tragedies,
historical texts, and political oratory. Purity is a constant concern in ritual texts, and Greeks underwent many
small purifications in their everyday lives. Certain archaic religious movements even made "purification" the
path to felicity in the afterlife. First published in 1983, Miasma is the first work in English to treat this theme
in detail.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most important book on Greek religion to appear in many years....Not only is this book an
extraordinarily penetrating study of religious thought and practice, it also presents a most cogent and
balanced analysis of Greek social values."--The Classical Outlook

"This excellent study is not for literary students alone: any Hellenist, whatever his chosen field, is likely to
find illumination in it."--The Classical World

"A lucid, judicious, and well-documented assessment of the relevant literary and inscriptional evidence,
which is characterized by enormous diversity in time, geographical reference, and genre....A significant and
permanent contribution, this book warrants and should enjoy a wide readership."--Journal of the History of
Medicine

From the Back Cover
This was the first work in English to treat the themes of pollution and purification in depth and has become a
classic. It brings together the different categories of evidence while doing justice to the diversity and
complexity of the phenomenon.

About the Author

Robert Parker is Fellow and Tutor in Greek and Latin Languages and Literature at Oriel College, Oxford.
Dr. Parker is also the author of Athenian Religion: A History (OUP, 1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Esparza:

This Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early
Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical
in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek
Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Miasma:



Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) having good arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Paul Lopez:

Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon
Paperbacks) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Richard Strohm:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list will be Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion
(Clarendon Paperbacks). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Eunice Nunn:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
this book Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks). You can
more pleasing than now.
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