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From tabloid exposes of child prostitution to the grisly tales of Jack the Ripper,
narratives of sexual danger pulsated through Victorian London. Expertly
blending social history and cultural criticism, Judith Walkowitz shows how these
narratives reveal the complex dramas of power, politics, and sexuality that were
being played out in late nineteenth-century Britain, and how they influenced the
language of politics, journalism, and fiction.

Victorian London was a world where long-standing traditions of class and gender
were challenged by a range of public spectacles, mass media scandals, new
commercial spaces, and a proliferation of new sexual categories and identities. In
the midst of this changing culture, women of many classes challenged the
traditional privileges of elite males and
asserted their presence in the public domain.

An important catalyst in this conflict, argues Walkowitz, was W. T. Stead's
widely read 1885 article about child prostitution. Capitalizing on the uproar
caused by the piece and the volatile political climate of the time, women spoke of
sexual danger, articulating their own grievances against men, inserting
themselves into the public discussion of sex to an unprecedented extent, and
gaining new entree to public spaces and journalistic practices. The ultimate
manifestation of class anxiety and gender antagonism came in 1888 with the
tabloid tales of Jack the Ripper. In between, there were quotidien stories of
sexual possibility and urban adventure, and Walkowitz examines them all,
showing how women were not simply figures in the imaginary landscape of male
spectators, but also central actors in the stories of metropolotin life that
reverberated in courtrooms, learned journals, drawing rooms, street corners, and
in the letters columns of the daily press.

A model of cultural history, this ambitious book will stimulate and enlighten
readers across a broad range of interests.
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From tabloid exposes of child prostitution to the grisly tales of Jack the Ripper, narratives of sexual danger
pulsated through Victorian London. Expertly blending social history and cultural criticism, Judith Walkowitz
shows how these narratives reveal the complex dramas of power, politics, and sexuality that were being
played out in late nineteenth-century Britain, and how they influenced the language of politics, journalism,
and fiction.

Victorian London was a world where long-standing traditions of class and gender were challenged by a
range of public spectacles, mass media scandals, new commercial spaces, and a proliferation of new sexual
categories and identities. In the midst of this changing culture, women of many classes challenged the
traditional privileges of elite males and
asserted their presence in the public domain.

An important catalyst in this conflict, argues Walkowitz, was W. T. Stead's widely read 1885 article about
child prostitution. Capitalizing on the uproar caused by the piece and the volatile political climate of the
time, women spoke of sexual danger, articulating their own grievances against men, inserting themselves
into the public discussion of sex to an unprecedented extent, and gaining new entree to public spaces and
journalistic practices. The ultimate manifestation of class anxiety and gender antagonism came in 1888 with
the tabloid tales of Jack the Ripper. In between, there were quotidien stories of sexual possibility and urban
adventure, and Walkowitz examines them all, showing how women were not simply figures in the imaginary
landscape of male spectators, but also central actors in the stories of metropolotin life that reverberated in
courtrooms, learned journals, drawing rooms, street corners, and in the letters columns of the daily press.

A model of cultural history, this ambitious book will stimulate and enlighten readers across a broad range of
interests.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This treatise on fluctuations with regard to class and gender in late 1800s London both informs about the past
and reverberates today. Walkowitz's style is sometimes thick but never impenetrable. She does however have
a habit of needlessly ending each chapter by stating what will follow in the next. The author (a historian and
director of women's studies at Johns Hopkins) analyzes such social phenomena as The Maiden Tribute of
Modern Babylon, a notorious four-part newspaper series published in 1885 that chronicled the lives of
prostitutes, and the Men and Women's Club, a middleclass group organized that same year to discuss, among
other topics, prostitution, the Darwinian evolution of women and what their proper roles might be. The most
widely known sexual narrative of the time is the story of Jack the Ripper, and Walkowitz convincingly
asserts that its circulation did not increase sexual violence but established a common vocabulary and
iconography for the forms of male violence that permeated the whole society. The final chapter on the
Yorkshire Ripper murders, committed between 1975 and 1981, ties Walkowitz's theories about backlash
against women's freedom to the present day.

Copyright 1992 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
This remarkably polished, lucidly argued work is innovative cultural history at its best. It is one of the most
sophisticated and thorough historical treatments of issues that are of widespread interest, among them sexual
conflict and violence against women Martha Vicinus

About the Author
Judith R. Walkowitz is professor of history at The Johns Hopkins University. Her research and writing have
concentrated on 19th-century political culture and the cultural and social contests over sexuality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual
Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society). Try to the actual book City of Dreadful
Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society) as your pal.
It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.



Francis Pilkington:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled City of Dreadful
Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society)? Maybe it
is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Gloria Lafreniere:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of City of Dreadful Delight:
Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society) book as beginning
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jesse Eriksen:

The book untitled City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women
in Culture and Society) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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