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The first installment in Jasper Fforde’s New York Times bestselling series of
Thursday Next novels introduces literary detective Thursday Next and her
alternate reality of literature-obsessed England

Fans of Douglas Adams and P. G. Wodehouse will love visiting Jasper Fforde's
Great Britain, circa 1985, when time travel is routine, cloning is a reality (dodos
are the resurrected pet of choice), and literature is taken very, very seriously: it’s
a bibliophile’s dream. England is a virtual police state where an aunt can get lost
(literally) in a Wordsworth poem and forging Byronic verse is a punishable
offense. All this is business as usual for Thursday Next, renowned Special
Operative in literary detection. But when someone begins kidnapping characters
from works of literature and plucks Jane Eyre from the pages of Brontë's novel,
Thursday is faced with the challenge of her career. Fforde's ingenious
fantasy—enhanced by a Web site that re-creates the world of the novel—unites
intrigue with English literature in a delightfully witty mix. Thursday’s zany
investigations continue with six more bestselling Thursday Next novels,
including One of Our Thursdays is Missing and the upcoming The Woman Who
Died A Lot. Visit jasperfforde.com.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Penzler Pick, January 2002: When I first heard the premise of this unique mystery, I doubted that a first-
time author could pull off a complicated caper involving so many assumptions, not the least of which is a
complete suspension of disbelief. Jasper Fforde is not only up to the task, he exceeds all expectations.

Imagine this. Great Britain in 1985 is close to being a police state. The Crimean War has dragged on for
more than 130 years and Wales is self-governing. The only recognizable thing about this England is her
citizens' enduring love of literature. And the Third Most Wanted criminal, Acheron Hades, is stealing
characters from England's cherished literary heritage and holding them for ransom.

Bibliophiles will be enchanted, but not surprised, to learn that stealing a character from a book only changes
that one book, but Hades has escalated his thievery. He has begun attacking the original manuscripts, thus
changing all copies in print and enraging the reading public. That's why Special Operations Network has a
Literary Division, and it is why one of its operatives, Thursday Next, is on the case.

Thursday is utterly delightful. She is vulnerable, smart, and, above all, literate. She has been trying to trace
Hades ever since he stole Mr. Quaverley from the original manuscript of Martin Chuzzlewit and killed him.
You will only remember Mr. Quaverley if you read Martin Chuzzlewit prior to 1985. But now Hades has set
his sights on one of the plums of literature, Jane Eyre, and he must be stopped.

How Thursday achieves this and manages to preserve one of the great books of the Western canon makes for
delightfully hilarious reading. You do not have to be an English major to be pulled into this story. You'll be
rooting for Thursday, Jane, Mr. Rochester--and a familiar ending. --Otto Penzler

From Publishers Weekly
This novel might be called "James Bond Meets Harry Potter in the Twilight Zone." In fact, the reader plays
"name that literary reference" through most of this zany work, where characters wander around in time from
the Crimean War through the present and into the future, and in and out of novels including, of course, Jane
Eyre. The narrator, Tuesday Next, is a tough, gun-totin' heart-of-gold heroine with a pet dodo, a true love she
has refused to acknowledge and a brilliant, dotty scientist uncle named Mycroft. Her job is to rescue literary
characters kidnapped out of books from being wiped off the face of every copy of a work by tracking down
and outwitting the purely evil Asheron Hades and Goliath Corporation greedyman Jack Shit. Throughout,
discussions of who really wrote Shakespeare's plays abound, along with send-ups of every literary genre
from the highest to the lowest brow. Sastre's reading works particularly well because she's good at the
straight narrative, while the nature of the book's language makes melodramatic voices for the other bizarre
characters. Simultaneous release with the Viking hardcover (Forecasts, Dec. 17, 2001).
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-A delightful first book in a proposed series set in an alternative and offbeat Britain of
1985 and featuring Literary Detective Thursday Next. England is still fighting the Crimean War with
Imperialist Russia, and the prevailing culture is based on literature. When the original manuscript of Charles
Dickens's Martin Chuzzlewit is stolen, it is a high crime indeed, and Next is called in to help catch the
culprit. To make matters worse, her "mad as pants" but brilliant uncle has created a machine that could cause
all kinds of literary mayhem. This title has a cast of complete nutters. Acheron Hades, the world's third most



wanted villain, has just the right mix of evil and charm to make readers look forward to meeting the first and
second most wanted. Be warned that minor passersby may come round again in this "mad tea party" of a
story. The novel has the surrealism and satire of Douglas Adams, the nonsense and wordplay of Lewis
Carroll, and the descriptive detail of Connie Willis. What sets Fforde's work apart, however, is its winsome
heroine. This is a highly entertaining mystery with social satire, time travel, fantasy, science fiction, and
romance thrown in to the well-written mix.
Jane Halsall, McHenry Public Library District, IL
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Eyre Affair: A
Thursday Next Novel which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Iris Wright:

This The Eyre Affair: A Thursday Next Novel is completely new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Eyre Affair: A Thursday Next
Novel can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Bradley Roberts:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve The Eyre Affair: A Thursday Next Novel was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Devin Glass:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question



was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
The Eyre Affair: A Thursday Next Novel.
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