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Thisis aconcise, comprehensive, and accessible introduction to the philosophy
of biology written by aleading authority on the subject. Geared to philosophers,
biologists, and students of both, the book provides sophisticated and innovative
coverage of the central topics and many of the latest developmentsin the field.
Emphasizing connections between biological theories and other areas of
philosophy, and carefully explaining both philosophical and biological terms,
Peter Godfrey-Smith discusses the relation between philosophy and science;
examines the role of laws, mechanistic explanation, and idealized modelsin
biological theories; describes evolution by natural selection; and assesses
attempts to extend Darwin's mechanism to explain changesin ideas, culture, and
other phenomena. Further topics include functions and teleology, individuality
and organisms, species, the tree of life, and human nature. The book closes with
detailed, cutting-edge treatments of the evolution of cooperation, of information
in biology, and of the role of communication in living systems at all scales.

Authoritative and up-to-date, thisis an essential guide for anyone interested in
the important philosophical issues raised by the biological sciences.
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Thisis aconcise, comprehensive, and accessible introduction to the philosophy of biology written by a
leading authority on the subject. Geared to philosophers, biologists, and students of both, the book provides
sophisticated and innovative coverage of the central topics and many of the latest developmentsin the field.
Emphasizing connections between biological theories and other areas of philosophy, and carefully explaining
both philosophical and biological terms, Peter Godfrey-Smith discusses the relation between philosophy and
science; examines the role of laws, mechanistic explanation, and idealized modelsin biological theories;
describes evolution by natural selection; and assesses attempts to extend Darwin's mechanism to explain
changesinideas, culture, and other phenomena. Further topics include functions and teleology, individuality
and organisms, species, the tree of life, and human nature. The book closes with detailed, cutting-edge
treatments of the evolution of cooperation, of information in biology, and of the role of communication in
living systems at all scales.

Authoritative and up-to-date, thisis an essential guide for anyone interested in the important philosophical
issues raised by the biological sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 2014

"Tracing the history of the great debates and ideas that punctuated this specialty, Peter Godfrey-Smith offers
aclear and accessible introduction, which extends to the review of its current key issues. This book will
interest course philosophers and biologists, but also sociologists and psychologists, as the issues come from
classic biology and philosophy."--Romaric Jannel, Liens Socio

"Peter Godfrey-Smith's Philosophy of Biology . . . [is] agreat way to get up to speed on all the issues that
working biologists love to debate amongst themselves. . . . [N]Jon-speciaists should not be put off. Godfrey-
Smith's style is engaging, amost conversational."--John Farrell, Forbes.com

"Here, Godfrey-Smith, a prominent and prolific scholar working in the field, delivers an elegant and
stimulating analysis of key areasin the life sciences where conceptual questions arise regularly. . . . Godfrey-
Smith provides an exemplar of expositional clarity and philosophical insight for those who would imitate his
approach in these domains."--Choice

"[O]ne of the very best textbooksinitsfield."--Brian Garvey, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

"[A]lthough it is too brief to be the only text for any course, it would be a perfect addition to or foundation
for thereading list for many. And no practicing biologist who readsit is likely to think her time was
wasted."--W. Ford Doolittle, Current Biology

"Philosophy of Biology can be recommended mainly as an excellent resource for teachers. They will find an
up to date overview of important topics and can rely on the further reading sections to supplement this
volume with additional material.”--Christina Behme, Metapsychol ogy

"Philosophy of Biology is avaluable addition to the introductions already out there, and one that stands out in
many ways."--Joeri Witteveen, History and Philosophy of Life Sciences

From the Back Cover

"This accessible book does justice bath to the subject and the reader. With admirable clarity, Peter Godfrey-
Smith demonstrates why the philosophy of biology is one of the most exciting areas in contemporary
philosophy."--Philip Kitcher, Columbia University

"Thisisaprovocative and exciting look at many of the central issues in the philosophy of biology. Godfrey-
Smith's book will shape the philosophical discussion for many yearsto come."--Michael Weisberg,
University of Pennsylvania

"Clearly written and up to date, this valuable book provides areally useful overview of the philosophy of
biology, aswell as some distinctive arguments. Perhaps uniquely, the book succeeds in presenting itstopics
as clearly philosophical while engaging the relevant biology."--John Dupré, University of Exeter



About the Author

Peter Godfrey-Smith is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at the CUNY Graduate Center. Heisthe
author of "Theory and Reality: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Science" and " Darwinian Populations
and Natural Selection.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gloria Robey:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Philosophy of Biology
(Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of
Contemporary Philosophy)is asingle of several books this everyone read now. This book wasinspired |ots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world on this book.

Sophia Hartman:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because al of thistime you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy) can
be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

L atashia Bartlett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of
Contemporary Philosophy) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary
Philosophy) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Robert Higby:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you aso know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include



you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy).
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