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How Sex Changed is afascinating social, cultural, and medical history of
transsexuality in the United States. Joanne Meyerowitz tells a powerful human
story about people who had a deep and unshakable desire to transform their
bodily sex. In the last century when many challenged the social categories and
hierarchies of race, class, and gender, transsexuals questioned biological sex
itself, the category that seemed most fundamental and fixed of all.

From early twentieth-century sex experiments in Europe, to the saga of Christine
Jorgensen, whose sex-change surgery made headlinesin 1952, to today's growing
transgender movement, Meyerowitz gives us the first serious history of
transsexuality. She focuses on the stories of transsexual men and women
themselves, aswell as alarge supporting cast of doctors, scientists, journalists,
lawyers, judges, feminists, and gay liberationists, as they debated the big
guestions of medical ethics, nature versus nurture, self and society, and the scope
of human rights.

In this story of transsexuality, Meyerowitz shows how new definitions of sex
circulated in popular culture, science, medicine, and the law, and she elucidates
the tidal shiftsin our social, moral, and medical beliefs over the twentieth
century, away from sex as an evident biological certainty and toward an
understanding of sex as something malleable and complex. How Sex Changed is
an intimate history that illuminates the very changes that shape our understanding
of sex, gender, and sexuality today.
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How Sex Changed is afascinating social, cultural, and medical history of transsexuality in the United States.
Joanne Meyerowitz tells a powerful human story about people who had a deep and unshakable desire to
transform their bodily sex. In the last century when many challenged the social categories and hierarchies of
race, class, and gender, transsexuals questioned biological sex itself, the category that seemed most
fundamental and fixed of all.

From early twentieth-century sex experiments in Europe, to the saga of Christine Jorgensen, whose sex-
change surgery made headlinesin 1952, to today's growing transgender movement, Meyerowitz gives us the
first serious history of transsexuality. She focuses on the stories of transsexual men and women themselves,
aswell as alarge supporting cast of doctors, scientists, journalists, lawyers, judges, feminists, and gay
liberationists, as they debated the big questions of medical ethics, nature versus nurture, self and society, and
the scope of human rights.

In this story of transsexuality, Meyerowitz shows how new definitions of sex circulated in popular culture,
science, medicing, and the law, and she elucidates the tidal shiftsin our social, moral, and medical beliefs
over the twentieth century, away from sex as an evident biological certainty and toward an understanding of
sex as something malleable and complex. How Sex Changed is an intimate history that illuminates the very
changes that shape our understanding of sex, gender, and sexuality today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

When ex-GI George Jorgensen changed his sex and took on a new identity as Christine in 1952, the lurid
journalism that followed focused on questions of Jorgensen's genitals, her sexual performance and her sexual
availability set the tone for how U.S. media understood and discussed transsexuality. So argues Meyerowitz,
professor of history at the Indiana University, at the beginning of this first complete history of American
transsexualism. Carefully tracing the next 50 years of science and public attitudes surrounding transsexuality,
Meyerowitz charts a number of fascinating historical moments: the complicated relationship between the gay
rights movement and transsexuals in the mid-'60s; the deeply negative response that transsexuals had to Gore
Vidal's Myra Breckenridge (Jorgensen thought of suing him); the complex battles to grant transsexuals a
different legal sexual identity; how transsexuality became "sexy" through the careers of performers such as
Coccinelle. While the book is scholarly in orientation, Meyerowitz's easy, readabl e style makes her thorough
research in awide range of fields accessible and enjoyable, even when she is detailing such subjects as
internecine fighting among psychiatrists over the merits of sex-change operations. Meyerowitz thinks we
have a much broader appreciation of gender and much more tolerance of gender variance these days, but she
also sees that media visibility as not entirely positive, since most portrayals show transgender people as
"freaks" or comic oddballs. On the whole, the book is an invaluable introduction to how ideas about gender
and sexuality have evolved.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Christine Jorgenson wasn't the first person to undergo sex-change surgery, but her media-savvy personality
and glamorous looks made her a household name in the 1950s. Historian Meyerowitz chronicles the saga of
transsexual s themselves, including their struggles for access to sex transformation and their continued
problems with discrimination both from the conservative Right and from gays and feminists who saw them
as"infiltrators." She also shows how the phenomenon of transsexuality led physicians and academics to
make elaborate distinctions between gender and sex and to ponder the origins of both in nature and nurture
and how these ideas slowly entered common discourse. Although this book is accessibly written and is the
first book to treat transsexuality exclusively, the narrowness of the subjects recommends it primarily for
academic and research libraries. Smaller public libraries need a less specialized text such as John D'Emilio
and Estelle B. Freedman's Intimate Matters: A History of Sexuality in America.

Mary Ann Hughes, Neill P.L., Pullman, WA

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Meyerowitz, teacher and editor (of the Journal of American History), uses both skills to explain a confusing
subject and pilot readers through a morass of changing terminology and interpretations. During the last 50
years, members of the general public, medical and legal personnel, and transsexual s themselves have al tried
to describe transsexuality and its many ramifications. Meyerowitz highlights the contributions of leading
medical pioneers, such as Harry Benjamin and John Money, and transsexuals, including Christine Jorgensen
and others less famous. The book might have bogged down in the anatomical, chromosomal, psychological,
and social aspects of the differences between men and women, but Meyerowitz avoids this by maintaining
focus on major trends and attitudes. She cites carefully chosen persons, organizations, and publications to
demonstrate the gradual development of the now generally accepted idea of maleness and femaleness
occupying a qualitative continuum rather than representing polar conditions. Detailed and informative, and


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

well supported by references and notes, Meyerowitz's work is commendabl e to anyone seriously interested in
transsexuality. William Beatty
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Beth Stewart:

The book untitled How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United States is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
alot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.

Y ou also can get the e-book of How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United States from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

L awrence Weatherby:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United States the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United States giving
you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better lifein this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Donna Hubbard:

The book untitled How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United States contain alot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
order it. Have anice read.

Helen Scott:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United
States can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for



you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have How Sex
Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the United States.
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