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Here's the first book in the beloved and hilarious Alvin Ho chapter book series,
which has been compared to Diary of a Wimpy Kid and is perfect for both
beginning and reluctant readers.

Alvin, an Asian American second grader, is afraid of everything—elevators,
tunnels, girls, and, most of all, school. He’s so afraid of school that, while he’ s
there, he never, ever, says a word. But at home he’s a very loud superhero named
Firecracker Man, a brother to Calvin and Anibelly, and a gentleman-in-training,
so he can be just like his dad.

From Lenore Look and New York Times bestselling illustrator LeUyen Pham
comes a drop-dead-funny and touching series with a truly unforgettable
character.

“Shares with Diary of a Wimpy Kid the humor that stems from trying to
manipulate the world.” —Newsday

“Alvin’s a winner.” —New York Post

From the Hardcover edition.
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Alvin, an Asian American second grader, is afraid of everything—elevators, tunnels, girls, and, most of all,
school. He’s so afraid of school that, while he’ s there, he never, ever, says a word. But at home he’s a very
loud superhero named Firecracker Man, a brother to Calvin and Anibelly, and a gentleman-in-training, so he
can be just like his dad.

From Lenore Look and New York Times bestselling illustrator LeUyen Pham comes a drop-dead-funny and
touching series with a truly unforgettable character.

“Shares with Diary of a Wimpy Kid the humor that stems from trying to manipulate the world.” —Newsday

“Alvin’s a winner.” —New York Post
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 2–4—Second-grader Alvin Ho is determined to make friends, even though he is afraid of any number
of things and can't talk—at all—in school. Episodic chapters feature events at home, at school, and in his
Concord, MA, neighborhood. Everyday adventures include being left stranded by his siblings during
stretching exercises that leave him upside down in a tree, being sent alone to the scary piano teacher's house,
and deciding whether or not to hang out with the classroom bully. Although Look resists providing a tidy
ending, readers will be sure that Alvin is on the right road when he surprises even himself by suddenly
speaking to his psychotherapist. And they won't have to understand the Shakespearean curses that come out
of his mouth to know that this time he has a good reason to be afraid. Whether they are fearful or brave, kids
will smile at Alvin's scrapes and empathize with his concerns. Aspects of his Chinese-American background
are seamlessly integrated into the story and add richness. The book is chock-full of well-placed illustrations.
Martin Bridge, make room for Alvin Ho.—Faith Brautigam, Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, IL
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In the chapter-book universe of Judy Moody and Junie B. Jones it’s hard to know what’s more surprising
about Alvin Ho: his Y chromosome, or his Chinese American heritage. In this book, Look, who has made a
career of portraying Chinese American family life in picture books and chapter books, focuses less on
cultural commonalities than on the idiosyncracies of Alvin’s family (a dad fond of Shakespearean insults, a
grandfather who sews), filling in the Chinese American backdrop exclusively through a small amount
of Cantonese vocabulary and some food references. The book’s lighthearted treatment of Alvin’s unusual
problem (mutism that kicks in only at school) doesn’t seem entirely apt. Still, many children will sympathize
with fearful Alvin, who hates his therapist and marvels at his descent from “farmer-warriors who haven’t had
a scaredy bone in their bodies since 714 AD.” They’ll also hope that the book’s concluding, unexpected
friendship will reap psychological benefits in a sequel. Pham’s thickly brushed artwork matches the quirky
characterizations stroke for stroke. Grades 2-4. --Jennifer Mattson

Review
Starred Review, Kirkus Reviews, June 15, 2008:
“A witty glossary and Pham’s simple yet expressive line drawings perfectly complement this appealing story
about the refreshingly original, endearing Alvin.”
Starred Review, Publishers Weekly, July 7, 2008:
"Look's . . . intuitive grasp of children's emotions is rivaled only by her flair for comic exaggeration."

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Alvin Ho: Allergic to
Girls, School, and Other Scary Things? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

William Murphy:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls,
School, and Other Scary Things will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable
book with you?

Dale Vaught:

This Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things without
we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things having very good arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Karl Henderson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Alvin Ho: Allergic to
Girls, School, and Other Scary Things that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary
Things become your personal starter.
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