&

& Get Print Book

The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de
France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives:
A Series in Social Thought and Cultural
Criticism)

By Roland Barthes
& Donwload & Read Online

The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978)
(European Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism)
By Roland Barthes

"I define the Neutral as that which outplays the paradigm, or rather | call Neutral
everything that baffles paradigm." With these words, Roland Barthes describes a
concept that profoundly shaped hiswork and was the subject of alandmark series
of lectures delivered in 1978 at the College de France, just two years before his
death. Not published in France until 2002, and appearing in English for the first
time, these creative and engaging lectures deepen our understanding of Roland
Barthes'sintellectual itinerary and reveal his distinctive style as thinker and
teacher.

The Neutra (le neutre), as Barthes describes it, escapes or undoes the
paradigmatic binary oppositions that structure and produce meaning in Western
thought and discourse. These binaries are found in all aspects of human society
ranging from language to sexuality to politics. For Barthes, the attempt to
deconstruct or escape from these binaries has profound ethical, philosophical,
and linguistic implications.

The Neutral is comprised of the prewritten texts from which Barthes lectured and
centers around 23 "figures,”" also referred to as "traits' or "twinklings," that are
possible embodiments of the Neutral (sleep, silence, tact, etc.) or of the anti-
Neutral (anger, arrogance, conflict, etc.). Hislectures draw on a diverse set of
authors and intellectual traditions, including Lao-tzu, Tolstoy, German
mysticism, classical philosophy, Rousseau, Baudelaire, Walter Benjamin, and
John Cage. Barthes's idiosyncratic approach to his subjects gives the lectures a
playful, personal, and even joyous quality that enhances hisrich insights.

In addition to hisreflections on avariety of literary and scholarly works,
Barthes's personal convictions and the events of hislife shaped the course and
content of the lectures. Most prominently, as Barthes admits, the recent death of
his mother and the idea of mourning shape several of hislectures.
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paradigm.” With these words, Roland Barthes describes a concept that profoundly shaped his work and was
the subject of alandmark series of lectures delivered in 1978 at the College de France, just two years before
his death. Not published in France until 2002, and appearing in English for the first time, these creative and
engaging lectures deepen our understanding of Roland Barthes's intellectual itinerary and reveal his
distinctive style as thinker and teacher.

The Neutral (le neutre), as Barthes describesiit, escapes or undoes the paradigmatic binary oppositions that
structure and produce meaning in Western thought and discourse. These binaries are found in all aspects of
human society ranging from language to sexuality to politics. For Barthes, the attempt to deconstruct or
escape from these binaries has profound ethical, philosophical, and linguistic implications.

The Neutral is comprised of the prewritten texts from which Barthes |ectured and centers around 23
"figures," aso referred to as "traits" or "twinklings," that are possible embodiments of the Neutral (sleep,
silence, tact, etc.) or of the anti-Neutral (anger, arrogance, conflict, etc.). His lectures draw on a diverse set of
authors and intellectual traditions, including Lao-tzu, Tolstoy, German mysticism, classical philosophy,
Rousseau, Baudelaire, Walter Benjamin, and John Cage. Barthes's idiosyncratic approach to his subjects
givesthe lectures a playful, personal, and even joyous quality that enhances hisrich insights.

In addition to hisreflections on avariety of literary and scholarly works, Barthes's personal convictions and
the events of hislife shaped the course and content of the lectures. Most prominently, as Barthes admits, the
recent death of his mother and the idea of mourning shape several of hislectures.
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Editorial Review
Review
Insightful comments on topics from negative theology to Thomas De Quincy's drug use.

(Library Journal)

His thinking in The Neutral, had never been so mournful, so ample, so warm, so unembarrassed, so alive.

(Wayne Koestenbaum Artforum)

Remarkable for the combination of intensely personal and idiosyncratic preoccupations with immensely
wide literary and philosophical reference points. Times Literary Supplement

(Michael Sheringham Times Literary Supplement)

A powerful lesson about the balanced, engaged life.

(Rain Taxi, online edition)

An excellent English trandation... Thisis abeautiful book.
(Sharon M. Meagher Philosophy In Review)
About the Author

Roland Barthes was one of the most influentia critics and philosophers of the twentieth century. His works
include Mythologies, SZ, A Lover's Discourse, and Camera Lucida.

Rosalind Krauss is University Professor of Modern Art and Theory at Columbia University. She is the author
of The Optical Unconscious, Formless: A User's Guide, The Picasso Papers, and Bachelors, among other
works.

Denis Hollier is Professor of French Literature at New Y ork University. He is the editor of A New History of
French Literature and the author of Absent Without Leave: French Literature Under the Threat of War.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Nichals:;

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even



knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de
France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives. A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) isour
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in thisera.

Jerald Higgins:

This book untitled The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European
Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) to be one of several books in which best
seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Daniel Caudle:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de
France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives. A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) can give
you alot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Neutral: Lecture Course at the
College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives. A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism).

Joaquin Bedard:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore,,
this The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Seriesin
Socia Thought and Cultural Criticism) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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