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Of all the demons, monsters, fiends, and ogres to preoccupy the western
imagination in literature, art, and film, no figure has been more feared?or
misunderstood--than Satan. But how accurate are the popular images of Satan?
How--and why--did this rather minor biblical character morph into the very
embodiment of evil? T.J. Wray and Gregory Mobley guide readers on a journey
to retrace Satan's biblical roots. Engaging and informative, The Birth of Satan is a
must read for anyone who has ever wondered about the origins of the Devil.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Where the devil did the devil come from? Wray, a Roman Catholic who teaches religious studies at Salve
Regina University, and Mobley, a Protestant professor of Old Testament at Andover Newton Theological
School, suggest that the early Hebrews struggled with the puzzle of a God who is the source of both good
and evil. As Israel continued to evolve toward a clearer monotheism, it was considered prudent to cast off the
negative characteristics of the one true God—which the authors call "repellant aspects of Yhwh")—and
embody them in a personality who would become the biblical "Satan." Beginning with Genesis, the authors
trace the development of "the devil" until he appears fully formed in the New Testament, where his role is
"to serve as the cosmic scapegoat, saving God from blame for evil." Wray and Mobley pay particular
attention to the beliefs of many of Israel's neighbors and their influence on her emerging faith in a cosmic
evil being. Ultimately, they reject the concept of a personal Satan, but acknowledge its usefulness in dealing
with the idea of evil. Written at a popular level, this book offers an interesting and challenging alternative to
traditional beliefs. (Oct. 5)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
A recent Gallup poll revealed that a majority of Americans believe in Satan, aka, most commonly, Lucifer
and Mephistopheles, but whatever the moniker, the devil, evil incarnate. Wray and Mobley find this ultimate
villain's origins in a biblical character and in early Jewish and Christian writings outside of the scriptures.
They try to understand why we as a species strive to feel fearful, why being frightened--vicariously, at least--
is so appealing. Satan appears fewer than a dozen times in the Hebrew Bible, truly rising to prominence in
the New Testament, especially in the Revelation, in which Satan manifests as Jesus' archrival. Wray and
Mobley explain how that characterization came about, examine how Satan's image developed over the
centuries, partly under the influence of such writings as Dante's Divine Comedy and Milton's Paradise Lost
and investigate the centuries-long witch-hunt craze before advancing to contemporary times to inspect how
religious doctrine and popular culture have affected images of the modern Satan. A thoughtful, informative
examination. June Sawyers
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“An informative study of the biblical origins of Satan…With resourceful though never excessive citation,
Mobley and Wray make a good job of pinning down the roots of a notoriously protean character.” ?The
Times Literary Supplement

“Let's admit it. Even in a secular age we are all still fascinated by Old Harry. Even though the devil appears
only rarely in the Bible, he is a recurrent presence in the religious and literary imagination. Why? The
authors skillfully and humorously trace the origin and history of Satan and explain why we would miss him
if he were gone.” ?Harvey Cox, author of When Jesus Came to Harvard

“Making sense out of evil is part of humanity's endless quest to discover the meaning of life. This book
illuminates that quest by tracing the history of Satan through the lens of the Judeo/Christian faith story. In an
engaging manner, it forces us to realize that either by making Satan a literal being or by dismissing the devil
as pre-modern mythology we are still shaped by its ever present shadow.” ?John Shelby Spong, author of The

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Sins of Scripture

“As intriguing, complicated, and pervasive as the devil himself, this volume tells it all. Essentially a biblical
tale, it locates the biblical stories in the tribal cultures from which they arose, intersecting them with classics
of Western literature. It's a must read for those who are interested in, or troubled by, Satan.” ?Raymond F.
Collins, Warren-Blanding Professor of Religion, Professor of New Testament, The Catholic University of
America

“What a delightful recipe for an interesting and informative reading experience: an inherently interesting
topic, sound scholarship, and an utterly engaging style sprinkled with humor! The end result is an engrossing
journey through the diverse origins and complex development of the notion of Satan as arch-fiend,
concluding with a thoughtful essay on the function and significance of devil-language in human experience. I
heartily recommend this book to anyone who is curious about the topic, about which both religious and non-
religious folk tend to be oh, so knowledgeable, yet oh, so ignorant.” ?Russell Pregeant, Professor of Religion
and Philosophy, Emeritus, Curry College, Visiting Professor in New Testament, Andover Newton
Theological School

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Birth of Satan: Tracing the Devil's
Biblical Roots is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kurt Gomez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Birth of Satan: Tracing
the Devil's Biblical Roots, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Emery Flores:

This The Birth of Satan: Tracing the Devil's Biblical Roots is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling



sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Birth of Satan: Tracing the Devil's Biblical Roots in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny
right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
in which?

Elizabeth Sherer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for your requirements is The Birth of Satan: Tracing the Devil's Biblical Roots this e-
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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