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Karl Philipp Moritz (d. 1793) was one of the most innovative writers of the late
Enlightenment in Germany. A novelist, travel writer, editor, and teacher heis
probably best known today for his autobiographical novel Anton Reiser
(1785-90) and for his treatises on aesthetics, foremost among them Uber die
bildende Nachahmung des Schénen (On the Formative Imitation of the
Beautiful), published in 1788. In this treatise, Moritz devel ops the concept of
aesthetic autonomy, which became widely known after Goethe included a
lengthy excerpt of it in hisown Italian Journey (1816-17). It was one of the
foundational texts of Weimar classicism, and it became pivotal for the
development of early Romanticism.

In The Topography of Modernity, Elliott Schreiber gives Moritz the credit he
deserves as an important thinker beyond his contributions to aesthetic theory.
Indeed, he sees Moritz as an incisive early observer and theorist of modernity.
Considering awide range of Moritz's work including his novels, hiswritings on
mythology, prosody, and pedagogy, and his political philosophy and psychology,
Schreiber shows how Moritz's thinking developed in response to the intellectual
climate of the Enlightenment and paved the way for later social theoriststo
conceive of modern society as differentiated into multiple, competing value
spheres.
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A novelist, travel writer, editor, and teacher heis probably best known today for his autobiographical novel
Anton Reiser (1785-90) and for his treatises on aesthetics, foremost among them Uber die bildende
Nachahmung des Schénen (On the Formative Imitation of the Beautiful), published in 1788. In this treatise,
Moritz develops the concept of aesthetic autonomy, which became widely known after Goethe included a
lengthy excerpt of it in his own Italian Journey (1816—17). It was one of the foundational texts of Weimar
classicism, and it became pivotal for the development of early Romanticism.

In The Topography of Modernity, Elliott Schreiber gives Moritz the credit he deserves as an important
thinker beyond his contributions to aesthetic theory. Indeed, he sees Moritz as an incisive early observer and
theorist of modernity. Considering awide range of Moritz's work including his novels, hiswritings on
mythology, prosody, and pedagogy, and his political philosophy and psychology, Schreiber shows how
Moritz's thinking developed in response to the intellectual climate of the Enlightenment and paved the way
for later social theorists to conceive of modern society as differentiated into multiple, competing value
spheres.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Elliott Schreiber is Associate Professor of German Studies at Vassar College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bobby Blade:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several waysto share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern
German Letters, Cultures, and Thought), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Gwen Dawes:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz
and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can be the response,
oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Tanya Nolan:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz and the
Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can give you alot of pals
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So, why hesitate? We should have The Topography of Maodernity: Karl Philipp Moritz and the Space
of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought).



Jeremy Robinson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
aswell as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you.
Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Topography of Modernity: Karl Philipp Moritz
and the Space of Autonomy (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can make you realy
feel more interested to read.
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