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What were the discoveries that enabled mankind to leave the Stone Age and enter
the Age of Metals? How did early man divine the existence of metals, locked up
in the rocks? What was the first metal that he learned to use? Where and when
did these momentous advances take place and how did metals change the way we
live? Such questions embody one of the most extraordinary aspects of the rise of
civilization. The human race has existed as a species for perhaps two or three
million years, but we have known about metals for only the last ten thousand
years. In that short span, however, we have become an utterly metal-dependent
society. Our cities, transport, communications, entertainment - every aspect of
our daily lives depends upon the copious use of gold, silver, iron and steel,
copper, aluminum, lead, and a score of other metals. In these pages Robert
Raymond follows the fascinating route from the earliest known metal smelting
site, in the arid Sinai Desert of Israel; to the flood-plain of the Yellow River in
China, to discover the secrets of the exquisite Shang bronzes, and to reveal
newly-discovered iron-casting techniques which were 1500 years ahead of the
West; to the stronghold of the Hittites in Anatolia, where the Iron Age may be
said to have begun; to villages in India where metal-working techniques have
hardly changed in 5000 years; to the misty peaks of the Andes in Peru, in the
steps of the conquistadors' savage treasure-hunt for gold; to the gaunt ruins of the
Industrial Revolution in England; to the world of mechanical robots in Japan; and
to the desert sands of Alamagordo in the United States, where the unstable metal
uranium was made to produce the world's first atomic explosion.Metals played a
vital role in the rise and fall of empires, and the broad historical shifts of power
and influence from one part of the world to another. Metals were a critical factor
in all of mankind's most significant advances: the introduction of coinage, the
invention of printing, the harnessing of steam, the discovery of electricity, the
achievement of flight. And a small but critical group of radio-active metals,
which are both consumed and created in that last and most fiery furnace, now
present us with a deadly dilemma and an awesome choice.This is the story of
man the metalsmith, through all his amazing creations, from the most sublime
works of art to the most devastating of weapons, and of his raw materials, the
metals which run like shining threads through the whole tapestry of human
history. This book sets down the sweeping history of man's use of metals, as
captured for the first time on television in the seven-part series narrated by
Michael Chariton. It is written by Robert Raymond, the producer and principal
author of that series.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert Raymond was educated in Australia and in England where he first worked as a journalist on Fleet
Street, later covering the European theatre as a war correspondent. He started making films in Africa in the
1950s and documentaries for Australian television in the 1960s, later becoming an independent film
producer. He has written several bestselling Australian books as well as the long-running newspaper strip
feature Frontiers of Science which is syndicated internationally. Raymond lives in Sydney, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Winnie Logan:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Out of the Fiery Furnace: The Impact of
Metals on the History of Mankind book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ira Knudsen:

The event that you get from Out of the Fiery Furnace: The Impact of Metals on the History of Mankind may
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Out of the Fiery Furnace: The Impact of
Metals on the History of Mankind giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having that Out of the Fiery Furnace: The Impact of Metals on the History of Mankind instantly.

Eli Benton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Out of the Fiery Furnace: The Impact of Metals on the
History of Mankind as your daily resource information.



Lauren Robinson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled Out of the Fiery Furnace: The Impact of Metals on the History of
Mankind can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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