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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this quietly absorbing tale, set in 19th-century Illinois, a doctor raises a family and confronts racial
injustice and religious prejudice.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Gordon (The Physician, The Jerusalem Diamond, etc.) offers two fictionalized generations of doctoring on
the Illinois frontier from 1839 to 1865, covering such medical history as the advent of hygiene and
anesthesia. Rob J. Cole, political agitator in Scotland facing banishment to Australia, decides to migrate to
the US. A doctor, he lands in Boston and can find work only in the Irish ghetto, making hovel calls for a
charity. Disillusioned with the politics of the charity and intrigued with Indians, he heads west, stopping in
Illinois at Holden's Crossing. Rob finds his Indians in the Sauks, who have fled the reservation and are now
starving nearby. He treats and feeds them, becoming their ``white shaman,'' and eventually Makwa- Ikwa,
their healer, goes to work with him. He travels the countryside, snipping off fingers and enlisting household
help to pinch off spurting arteries. He removes kidney stones from a recluse named Sarah, who has holed up
because she thinks she's dying from cancer. After he removes the stones, she blooms, and they marry. Sarah
gives birth to a boy, and Makwa tags him ``Little Shaman.'' At age five, Shaman develops scarlatina and
loses his hearing, a disability that makes his road to a medical practice difficult. Both father and son end up
doctoring during the Civil War, the carnage of which is graphically described. The story moves too fast to
develop either characters or scenes deeply, but it's a good read and has a refreshing approach to the frontier
as part of a larger culture, not an isolated place where people did nothing but murder each other. -- Copyright
©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
What a book! It's a joy to read. Noah Gordon has given those of us who like good, strong, warm-hearted
novels a wonderful gift. SHAMAN leaves you with that warm and satisfied feeling when you've finished.
Tony Hillerman

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

The book Shaman make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Shaman to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open and read a book Shaman. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Alison Caulfield:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in



the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Shaman. All type of book would you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Rooks:

This Shaman book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Shaman without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Shaman can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Shaman having great arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Wendy Cort:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Shaman can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.
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