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As one of the most influential thinkers in Christian history, St. Augustine
(354–430) had a flair for teaching and meditated deeply on the mysteries of the
human heart. This study examines a little-known side of his career: his work as a
teacher of candidates for baptism.

ln the revised edition of this seminal book, both the text and notes have been
revised to better reflect the state of contemporary scholarship on Augustine,
liturgical studies, and the catechumenate, both ancient and modern. This edition
also includes new findings from some of the recently discovered sermons of
Augustine and incorporates new perspectives from recent research on early
Christian biblical interpretation, debates on the Trinity, the evolution of the
liturgy, and much more.

This reconstruction of Augustine’s catechumenate provides fresh perspectives on
the day-to-day life of the early church and on the vibrancy and eloquence of
Augustine the preacher and teacher.
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Editorial Review

Review

This study of the ancient catechumenate in the first edition was already helpful to many people who were
working for the initiation of new Christians because it provided a way to see the practical pastoral reality of
their work from the point of view of another culture in another time. This revision has benefitted not only
from many reviewers' comments about that first edition but also from more than twenty years of Bill's
teaching, preaching, discussing, and celebrating the sacraments of initiation.
-From the foreword by Allan Fitzgerald, OSA

"Harmless has once more produced a very readable descriptive history with broad appeal that is of value to
experts but deliberately written in a style that is accessible to nonspecialists."
Paul R. Kolbet, Catholic Historical Review

"This landmark book is a mini-course in why catechumenate remains so promising for the Church's future. It
should be in the hands of all responsible for shaping initiation ministry."
Michael Cameron, associate professor at the University of Portland, Pastoral Liturgy

"Harmless has scourged the corpus of Augustine to find every scrap of evidence useful for understanding his
catechumenate; these sources are summarized in a series of helpful charts, enabling the interested reader to
delve easily into the original texts themselves. Bill was a master teacher; that skill is evident in this book not
least of all in the clarity of his exposition and in the pedagogical care with which the material is presented."
Mark DelCogliano, University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota, American Benedictine Review

From the Back Cover
St. Augustine (354-430), a theologian whose views and controversies shaped the course of Christianity in the
West, was also a struggling North African pastor who had a flair for teaching and who meditated deeply on
the complexities of the human heart. This study examines a little-known side of Augustine; his work as a
teacher of candidates for baptism. It reconstructs the experience of the ancient catechumenate. The portrait is
relevant to all those involved with the RCIApastors, DREs, catechists, liturgists.

About the Author

William Harmless, SJ (1953–2014), was professor of historical theology and patristic studies at Creighton
University. His other books include Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early
Monasticism, Augustine in His Own Words, and Mystics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry White:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can



choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Augustine and the
Catechumenate? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Margaret Bonner:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Augustine and the
Catechumenate has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Augustine and the Catechumenate is
not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Augustine and the
Catechumenate. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Markus Walker:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Augustine and the Catechumenate this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

April Baker:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Augustine and the Catechumenate can make you experience more interested to read.
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