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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

It is hard to believe that thisis the first and only full biography of Fulton J. Sheen, perhaps the most
important American priest of the 20th century. Sheen was an enormously popular figure in his day, hosting
radio and television programs that introduced and explained his faith to millions of listeners and viewers. (He
even won an Emmy Award, and the actor Martin Sheen took his stage name from the man.) Thomas C.
Reeves, author of the JFK biography A Question of Character, offers an absorbing account of Sheen'slife
and times. He uncovers fascinating details, including a phony academic degree and the particulars of a bitter
dogfight with Francis Cardinal Spellman. Although thisis not a hagiographic account, it isan admiring one:
Sheen comes across as an astoundingly smart, charismatic, and generous man. No wonder he was such a
successful evangelizer: he converted thousands, including Henry Ford |1 and Claire Booth Luce. He gained
some hotoriety for his strong anticommunism; reading America's Bishop, in fact, provides a concise history
of Catholic anticommunism in the United States. It is an outstanding book that will appeal to fans of George
Weigel's Witness to Hope: The Biography of Pope John Paul 11 and anybody €l se attracted to this fascinating
figure. --John Miller

From Library Journal

One of the most influential American Catholic churchmen of the 20th century, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
(1895-1979) here receives overdue historical and biographical attention. Reeves (history, Univ. of
Wisconsin, Parkside), the author of various studies on U.S. presidents, liberal Christianity, and 20th-century
U.S. history (e.g., A Question of Character: The Life of John F. Kennedy), applies meticulous scholarly
investigation to his subject. He shows how Sheen influenced millions of people, teaching theology and
philosophy at Catholic University (1926-50) and preaching on radio and television broadcasts that drew
many converts, both high-profile and ordinary. A careful reading of Sheen's books which numbered over 60
reveals the staunch faith and proven scholarship underlying his media popularization of religion. Sheen also
raised millions for the world's poor and publicly opposed communism, racism, and the Vietham War.
Differences with New Y ork's Cardinal Spellman led him into "exile" as Bishop of Rochester, NY (1966-69),
after which he continued to preach, travel, write, and maintain a voluminous correspondence. Reeves has
done ayeoman's service in gathering fragmented sources and pointing out archival deficiencieson his
subject. Highly recommended for most libraries. AnnaM. Donnélly, St. John's Univ., Jamaica, NY
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Reeves does an outstanding job of painting a multifaceted portrait of a complex public figure. The most
prominent and influential Catholic personality in the U.S., the charismatic Sheen hosted his own Emmy
Award-winning TV show during his heyday in the 1950s. Able to reach millions of viewers and potential
converts at one time, he became the foremost evangelist for the Roman Catholic Church. A gifted orator,
theologian, and philosopher, the often controversial preacher tackled a variety of sensitive subjects, including
the inherent evil of racism, the threat of Communism, and the rise of secularism in American society.
Although an admirer of Sheen, the author does not gloss over his subject's all-too-human failings,
documenting Sheen's less-than-saintly struggles with greed, vanity, and pride. Margaret Flanagan

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur Haase:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take America's Bishop: The Life and Times of Fulton J.
Sheen as your daily resource information.

Karen Partain:

The reserve with title America's Bishop: The Life and Times of Fulton J. Sheen has alot of information that
you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Clifford Hudgins:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
called of book Americas Bishop: The Life and Times of Fulton J. Sheen. Y ou can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actualy
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Paul Green:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually America's Bishop: The
Lifeand Times of Fulton J. Sheen.
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