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The second installment of the life of the Nobel Peace prize-winning activist.
Rigoberta Menchu is a worldwide symbol of courage in the continuing fight of
indigenous peoples for justice. The Guatemalan Indian leader first came to the
world’s attention with the publication of her autobiography “I, Rigoberta
Menchu” in 1984. The book chronicled the terrible hardship of her childhood in
Guatemala, including the murder of her brother, father and mother at the hands of
a ruthless military. But it also captured the dignity of Indian daily life in a
cadence that was beautifully simple. “I, Rigoberta Menchu” has become an
international bestseller with one million copies in print. In “Crossing Borders,”
Menchu picks up her story where the first volume left off. In 1981 she fled from
Guatemala to Mexico City, deeply traumatized by the violence against her family
and community. She resolved to dedicate her life to the Indian cause and
painstakingly built a solidarity movement with the Indians living as outlaws in
Guatemala’s mountains. In 1988 she returned to Guatemala as a representative of
the opposition in exile. She was immediately arrested and was released only after
an international outcry. Danielle Mitterand and Desmond Tutu were amongst the
leading names in an international campaign to secure the Nobel Peace Prize for
Menchu which she was awarded in 1992. The long haul to build effective
representation for indigenous peoples has taken Menchu around the world and its
telling is a thread throughout this book. But “Crossing Borders” is more than an
account of a political campaign. In these pages Menchu also talks with deep
affection about her mother and the traditions of her Mayan background. In her
introduction to “I, Rigoberta Menchu” the ethnologist Elizabeth Burgos Debray
writes: ‘Her voice is so heart-rendingly beautiful because it speaks to us of every
facet of the life of a people and their oppressed culture. Her story is
overwhelming because what she has to say is simple and true’. In “Crossing
Borders” that story continues to enchant and inspire.
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The second installment of the life of the Nobel Peace prize-winning activist. Rigoberta Menchu is a
worldwide symbol of courage in the continuing fight of indigenous peoples for justice. The Guatemalan
Indian leader first came to the world’s attention with the publication of her autobiography “I, Rigoberta
Menchu” in 1984. The book chronicled the terrible hardship of her childhood in Guatemala, including the
murder of her brother, father and mother at the hands of a ruthless military. But it also captured the dignity of
Indian daily life in a cadence that was beautifully simple. “I, Rigoberta Menchu” has become an international
bestseller with one million copies in print. In “Crossing Borders,” Menchu picks up her story where the first
volume left off. In 1981 she fled from Guatemala to Mexico City, deeply traumatized by the violence against
her family and community. She resolved to dedicate her life to the Indian cause and painstakingly built a
solidarity movement with the Indians living as outlaws in Guatemala’s mountains. In 1988 she returned to
Guatemala as a representative of the opposition in exile. She was immediately arrested and was released only
after an international outcry. Danielle Mitterand and Desmond Tutu were amongst the leading names in an
international campaign to secure the Nobel Peace Prize for Menchu which she was awarded in 1992. The
long haul to build effective representation for indigenous peoples has taken Menchu around the world and its
telling is a thread throughout this book. But “Crossing Borders” is more than an account of a political
campaign. In these pages Menchu also talks with deep affection about her mother and the traditions of her
Mayan background. In her introduction to “I, Rigoberta Menchu” the ethnologist Elizabeth Burgos Debray
writes: ‘Her voice is so heart-rendingly beautiful because it speaks to us of every facet of the life of a people
and their oppressed culture. Her story is overwhelming because what she has to say is simple and true’. In
“Crossing Borders” that story continues to enchant and inspire.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Part memoir, part political manifesto, this impassioned testimony by the Guatemalan Maya human-rights
activist and winner of the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize is a stirring sequel to her 1984 autobiography, I, Rigoberta
Menchu. The author, who fled Guatemala in 1980 after both her parents were murdered by a right-wing
military regime, launched, while in exile in Mexico, a movement for the rights of indigenous peoples.
Although she notes that Guatemala has made progress toward becoming a pluralistic, multi-ethnic society, it
remains, she charges, "a bloodthirsty, repressive, racist, dirty, backward country," where big landowners and
the military oppress the poor and deprive native peoples of basic rights. Menchu-Tum explicates Maya
customs, myths and a moral cosmology rooted in reverence for Mother Earth, writing movingly of her close
relationship with her mother, who was a peasant leader, midwife and healer. Recounting her 12 years of
lobbying at the U.N., she argues that that world body can become the main problem-solving force only if it
gives a greater voice to nongovernmental organizations representing the dispossessed. Menchu-Tum makes a
good case for the U.N.'s adoption of a proposed universal declaration to protect the world's indigenous
peoples from ethnocide, massacres and discrimination. Her political agenda of equitable land distribution and
struggle against racism gives her book broad appeal. Illustrations not seen by PW. (Aug.) FYI: I, Rigoberta
Menchu has sold more than 500,000 copies worldwide in 13 languages.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Menchu, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992 for her efforts to end the oppression of indigenous groups in
Guatemala, vividly juxtaposes human rights violations with the beautiful customs and dignity of her people
in this continuation of her life story (following I, Rigoberta Menchu, LJ 11/1/84). Menchu's simple, eloquent
voice recounts her arrest in Guatemala City in 1988, the massacre of villagers in 1995, her worldwide travels
as an ambassador for indigenous peoples, her return to her childhood village of Chimel, and the ideal of
community and natural beauty that, nevertheless, was razed by the Guatemalan military. Wright's translation
captures Menchu's courage and empathy in this inspiring tale. Recommended for collections on human rights
and for all public libraries.?Rebecca Martin, Northern Illinois Univ., DeKalb
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
The author continues and deepens the testimony first presented in her 1980s autobiography, I, Rigoberta
Mench (not reviewed). Mench begins here with her being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992 and her
subsequent return to her native Guatemala in 1994. In exile for most of the 20 years previous, she had spent
her time campaigning ceaselessly against the murderous counterinsurgency campaigns in Guatemala that
claimed the lives of thousands, including her parents and several siblings. She became a strong advocate for
human rights, especially for the rights of the indigenous people of her own land and throughout the world.
The Nobel Peace Prize has, in fact, brought her little peace. Upon his return to Guatemala, her nephew,
mistaken for her son, is immediately kidnaped (and, thankfully, returned). Weeks before the countrys first
reasonably open elections in a generation, the army carries out yet another massacre, in the village of
Xaman. Amid this setting of hope and despair, Mench meditates on several themes. She speaks lyrically (the
translation seems wonderful) of the sweet mysteries of her Mayan childhood, of the ``cosmovision'' of her
people, of the wisdom, boldness, and courage of her mother. These make up her identity, her nawaal, the
shadow that accompanies her and sustains her. She tells of the frustrations of her work at the United Nations,
where the simple recognition of the existence of indigenous people was a major struggle. She reveals
dreams, spiritual and political, that are yet to be. She dreams of a world accepting of difference, of ``pluri-



cultural'' societies, of a time when her ``Indian'' face will not mark her as the other, of a time of justice. She
dreams of her hair growing white, a symbol of wisdom that her mother, whose life was cut short, was denied.
Mench emerges here as precisely what she is, a hero. (maps, not seen) -- Copyright ©1998, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Briggs:

The book Crossing Borders gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Crossing Borders being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Crossing Borders.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this book?

Gale Coachman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Crossing
Borders, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Gage:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Crossing Borders, you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Brant Castillo:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. Crossing Borders can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short



spare time problems.
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