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In the last twenty years, the number of texts written on clinical pastoral
supervision has accelerated. Thomas St. James O’Connor analyzes these texts,
nearly 300 of them, in light of three fundamental questions about the praxis of
clinical pastoral supervision: (1)what is distinctive about the praxis? (2)what is
an appropriate theological method for the praxis? and, (3)what is an adequate
praxis? In doing so, he formulates three approaches: the social science, the
hermeneutic and the special interest.

Looking at the theology of Charles Gerkin, a pastoral theologian and family
therapist, O’Connor develops a conversation between Gerkin’s theology and the
texts. The theological methods in the three approaches are critiqued and Gerkin’s
praxis/theory/praxis method is endorsed. Case examples are used throughout to
illustrate theory and issues discussed and to aid in the presentation of an adequate
praxis.

Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles Gerkin provides a
unique overview of the history and current state of clinical pastoral supervision
and an understanding of its methodology and theological foundations. More than
that, it builds on the practical theory of Charles Gerkin, expanding it for
immediate use in the practice of ministry.
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In the last twenty years, the number of texts written on clinical pastoral supervision has accelerated. Thomas
St. James O’Connor analyzes these texts, nearly 300 of them, in light of three fundamental questions about
the praxis of clinical pastoral supervision: (1)what is distinctive about the praxis? (2)what is an appropriate
theological method for the praxis? and, (3)what is an adequate praxis? In doing so, he formulates three
approaches: the social science, the hermeneutic and the special interest.

Looking at the theology of Charles Gerkin, a pastoral theologian and family therapist, O’Connor develops a
conversation between Gerkin’s theology and the texts. The theological methods in the three approaches are
critiqued and Gerkin’s praxis/theory/praxis method is endorsed. Case examples are used throughout to
illustrate theory and issues discussed and to aid in the presentation of an adequate praxis.

Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles Gerkin provides a unique overview of the history
and current state of clinical pastoral supervision and an understanding of its methodology and theological
foundations. More than that, it builds on the practical theory of Charles Gerkin, expanding it for immediate
use in the practice of ministry.
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Editorial Review

Review
``This concise volume has well-defined chapter headings and a practical glossary of key terms which I
personally found beneficial reading....O'Connor's book is a good example of employing Gerkin's
methodology of praxis/theory/praxis....In summary, CPE supervisors owe Thomas St. James O'Connor a
word of thanks, and their students should glean insight into `adding theology to clinical supervision and
stirring.''' (Dorothy E. Shelly)

About the Author

Thomas St. James O’Connor holds the Delton J. Glebe Chair, Pastoral Counselling and is also the director
of pastoral care and counselling at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary. He is an associate clinical professor in
family medicine at McMaster University, and was a teaching chaplain at both Hamilton Health Sciences and
St. Josephs Health Care in Hamilton, Ontario.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the
Theology of Charles Gerkin: Theology of Charles Gerkin. (Editions SR) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Manuel Coury:

Often the book Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles Gerkin: Theology of Charles
Gerkin. (Editions SR) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The
book Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles Gerkin: Theology of Charles Gerkin.
(Editions SR) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Wilma Shay:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their



idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their
book. One of them is this Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles Gerkin: Theology of
Charles Gerkin. (Editions SR).

Jennifer Buster:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This particular Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles
Gerkin: Theology of Charles Gerkin. (Editions SR) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a
look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Clinical Pastoral Supervision and the Theology of Charles Gerkin: Theology of Charles Gerkin. (Editions
SR).
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