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Thomas D. Grant examines the Great Debate over state recognition, tracing its
eclipse, and identifying trends in contemporary international law that may
explain the lingering persistence of the terms of that debate. Although writers
have generally accepted the declaratory view as more accurate than its old rival,
the judicial sources often cited to support the declaratory view do not on scrutiny
do so as decisively as commonly assumed. Contemporary doctrinal preference
requires explanation. Declaratory doctrine, in its apparent diminution of therole
state discretion playsin recognition, isin harmony, Grant asserts, with
contemporary aspirations for international law. It may seem to many writers, he
believes, that international governance functions better in a conceptual
framework that reduces the power of states to legislate what entities are states.

Grant proceeds from this analysis of the contemporary status of the old debate to
ask what questions now take center stage. In place of doctrine, Grant argues,
processis the chief issue concerning recognition today. Whether to recognize
unilaterally or in a collective framework; whether to acknowledge legal rules or
to let recognition be controlled by political calculus?as Grant points out, such
guestions concern how states recognize, not the theoretical nature of recognition.
Thisisan important analysis for scholars and researchers of international law and
relations and contemporary European poalitics.
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Thomas D. Grant examines the Great Debate over state recognition, tracing its eclipse, and identifying trends
in contemporary international law that may explain the lingering persistence of the terms of that debate.
Although writers have generally accepted the declaratory view as more accurate than its old rival, the judicial
sources often cited to support the declaratory view do not on scrutiny do so as decisively as commonly
assumed. Contemporary doctrinal preference requires explanation. Declaratory doctrine, in its apparent
diminution of the role state discretion playsin recognition, isin harmony, Grant asserts, with contemporary
aspirations for international law. It may seem to many writers, he believes, that international governance
functions better in a conceptual framework that reduces the power of statesto legislate what entities are
states.

Grant proceeds from this analysis of the contemporary status of the old debate to ask what questions now
take center stage. In place of doctrine, Grant argues, process is the chief issue concerning recognition today.
Whether to recognize unilaterally or in a collective framework; whether to acknowledge legal rules or to let
recognition be controlled by political calculus?as Grant points out, such questions concern how states
recognize, not the theoretical nature of recognition. Thisis an important analysis for scholars and researchers
of international law and relations and contemporary European politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[A]n extensive study of recognition in broader context.” Vol. 32, Georgia Journal of International and
Comparative Law (2004) 661-712.

“Grant isto be congratulated for recognizing and documenting the European movement toward a collective
process of recognition.” Vol. 95, American Journal of International Law (2010) 252—254

About the Author

THOMAS D. GRANT isaFulbright Scholar at Cambridge University, where heis ajunior member of
Wolfson College. A member of the bars of Massachusetts, New Y ork, and Washington, D.C., he received his
JD from the Yale Law School and clerked on the U.S. Court of Appealsfor the First Circuit. His articles
have appeared in the Virginia Journal of International Law and Columbia Journal of Transnational Law
among others.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Denise Dennis;

The book The Recognition of States: Law and Practice in Debate and Evolution can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The
Recognition of States: Law and Practice in Debate and Evolution? A few of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Recognition of States: Law and Practice in Debate and Evolution has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world
by wide open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Eric Green:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhile
isreading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Recognition of
States: Law and Practice in Debate and Evolution book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.



Joseph Felder:

Typically the book The Recognition of States: Law and Practice in Debate and Evolution has alot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was written by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this book.

Darlene Gutierrez;

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Recognition of States:
Law and Practice in Debate and Evolution which is keeping the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's
find.
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