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An Introduction to LOGIC and SCIENTIFIC METHOD by MORRIS R.
COHEN. Originallu published in 1934. PREFACE: Though formal logic has in
recent times been the object of radi cal and spirited attacks from many and
diverse quarters, it con tinues, and will probably long continue, to be one of the
most fre quently given courses in colleges and universities here and abroad. Nor
need this be surprising when we reflect that the most serious of the charges
against formal logic, those against the syllogism, are as old as Aristotle, who
seems to have been fully aware of them. But while the realm of logic seems
perfectly safe against the attacks from without, there is a good deal of unhappy
confusion within. Though the content of almost all logic books follows even in
many of the illustrations the standard set by Aristotles Organon terms,
propositions, syllogisms and allied forms of inference, scientific method,
probability and fallacies there is a bewildering Babel of tongues as to what logic
is about. The different schools, the tradi tional, the linguistic, the psychological,
the epistemological, and the mathematical, speak different languages, and each
regards the other as not really dealing with logic at all. No task is perhaps so
thankless, or invites so much abuse from all quarters, as that of the mediator
between hostile points of view. Nor is the traditional distrust of the peacemaker
in the intellectual realm difficult to appreciate, since he so often substitutes an
unclear and inconsistent amalgam for points of view which at least have the merit
of a certain clarity. And yet no task is so essential, especially for the beginner,
when it is undertaken with the objective of ad justing and supplementing the
claims of the contending parties, and when it is accompanied by a refusal to
sacrifice clarity and rigor in thought. In so far as an elementary text permits such
a thing, the present text seeks to bring some order into the confusion of tongues
con cerning the subject matter of logic. But the resolution of the con flicts
between various schools which it effects appears in the selec tion and
presentation of material, and not in extensive polemics against any school. The
book has been written with the conviction that logic is the autonomous science o
the objective though formal conditions of valid inference. At the same time, its
authors believe that the aridity which is not always unjustly attributed to the
study of logic testifies to the unimaginative way logical principles have been
taught and misused. The present text aims to combine sound logical doctrine with
sound pedagogy, and to provide illus trative material suggestive of the role of
logic in every department of thought. A text that would find a place for the
realistic formalism of Aristotle, the scientific penetration of Peirce, the
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pedagogical soundness of Dewey, and the mathematical rigor of Russell this was
the ideal constantly present to the authors of this book. However inadequately
this ideal is embodied in the present text, the embodiment is not devoid of
positive doctrine, so presented that at least partial justice is done to
supplementary approaches to logic. 1. The traditional view of logic as the science
of valid inference has been consistently maintained, against all attempts to
confuse logic with psychology, where by the latter is meant the systematic study
of how the mind works. Logic, as the science of the weight of evidence in all
fields, cannot be identified with the special science of psychology. For such a
special science can establish its results only by using criteria of validity
employed in other fields as well...
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An Introduction to LOGIC and SCIENTIFIC METHOD by MORRIS R. COHEN. Originallu published in
1934. PREFACE: Though formal logic has in recent times been the object of radi cal and spirited attacks
from many and diverse quarters, it con tinues, and will probably long continue, to be one of the most fre
quently given courses in colleges and universities here and abroad. Nor need this be surprising when we
reflect that the most serious of the charges against formal logic, those against the syllogism, are as old as
Aristotle, who seems to have been fully aware of them. But while the realm of logic seems perfectly safe
against the attacks from without, there is a good deal of unhappy confusion within. Though the content of
almost all logic books follows even in many of the illustrations the standard set by Aristotles Organon terms,
propositions, syllogisms and allied forms of inference, scientific method, probability and fallacies there is a
bewildering Babel of tongues as to what logic is about. The different schools, the tradi tional, the linguistic,
the psychological, the epistemological, and the mathematical, speak different languages, and each regards the
other as not really dealing with logic at all. No task is perhaps so thankless, or invites so much abuse from all
quarters, as that of the mediator between hostile points of view. Nor is the traditional distrust of the
peacemaker in the intellectual realm difficult to appreciate, since he so often substitutes an unclear and
inconsistent amalgam for points of view which at least have the merit of a certain clarity. And yet no task is
so essential, especially for the beginner, when it is undertaken with the objective of ad justing and
supplementing the claims of the contending parties, and when it is accompanied by a refusal to sacrifice
clarity and rigor in thought. In so far as an elementary text permits such a thing, the present text seeks to
bring some order into the confusion of tongues con cerning the subject matter of logic. But the resolution of
the con flicts between various schools which it effects appears in the selec tion and presentation of material,
and not in extensive polemics against any school. The book has been written with the conviction that logic is
the autonomous science o the objective though formal conditions of valid inference. At the same time, its
authors believe that the aridity which is not always unjustly attributed to the study of logic testifies to the
unimaginative way logical principles have been taught and misused. The present text aims to combine sound
logical doctrine with sound pedagogy, and to provide illus trative material suggestive of the role of logic in
every department of thought. A text that would find a place for the realistic formalism of Aristotle, the
scientific penetration of Peirce, the pedagogical soundness of Dewey, and the mathematical rigor of Russell
this was the ideal constantly present to the authors of this book. However inadequately this ideal is embodied
in the present text, the embodiment is not devoid of positive doctrine, so presented that at least partial justice
is done to supplementary approaches to logic. 1. The traditional view of logic as the science of valid
inference has been consistently maintained, against all attempts to confuse logic with psychology, where by
the latter is meant the systematic study of how the mind works. Logic, as the science of the weight of
evidence in all fields, cannot be identified with the special science of psychology. For such a special science
can establish its results only by using criteria of validity employed in other fields as well...
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emily Meredith:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this An introduction to logic and scientific method: By Morris R.
Cohen and Ernest Nagel.

Corinne Schlegel:

The event that you get from An introduction to logic and scientific method: By Morris R. Cohen and Ernest
Nagel may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but An introduction to logic and scientific
method: By Morris R. Cohen and Ernest Nagel giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this An introduction to logic and scientific method: By Morris R. Cohen and Ernest Nagel instantly.

Randall Wilmes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be An introduction to logic and scientific method: By Morris
R. Cohen and Ernest Nagel why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jason Buckley:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information



quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is An introduction to logic and scientific method: By Morris R. Cohen and Ernest
Nagel this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.
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