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At Home with the Aztecs provides a fresh view of Aztec society, focusing on
households and communities instead of kings, pyramids, and human sacrifice.
This new approach offers an opportunity to humanize the Aztecs, moving past
the popular stereotype of sacrificial maniacs to demonstrate that these were
successful and prosperous communities. Michael Smith also engagingly
describes the scientific, logistic and personal dimensions of archaeological
fieldwork, drawing on decades of excavating experience and considering how his
research was affected by his interaction with contemporary Mexican
communities. Through first-hand accounts of the ways archaeologists interpret
sites and artifacts, the book illuminates how the archaeological process can
provide information about ancient families. Facilitating a richer understanding of
the Aztec world, Smith’s research also redefines success, prosperity and
resilience in ancient societies, making this book suitable not only for those
interested in the Aztecs but in the examination of complex societies in general.
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At Home with the Aztecs provides a fresh view of Aztec society, focusing on households and communities
instead of kings, pyramids, and human sacrifice. This new approach offers an opportunity to humanize the
Aztecs, moving past the popular stereotype of sacrificial maniacs to demonstrate that these were successful
and prosperous communities. Michael Smith also engagingly describes the scientific, logistic and personal
dimensions of archaeological fieldwork, drawing on decades of excavating experience and considering how
his research was affected by his interaction with contemporary Mexican communities. Through first-hand
accounts of the ways archaeologists interpret sites and artifacts, the book illuminates how the archaeological
process can provide information about ancient families. Facilitating a richer understanding of the Aztec
world, Smith’s research also redefines success, prosperity and resilience in ancient societies, making this
book suitable not only for those interested in the Aztecs but in the examination of complex societies in
general.
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Editorial Review

Review

*** Winner of the Society of American Archaeology 2017 Book Award - Popular ***

"Resisting the trappings of ‘monumental archaeology’– a fixation on kings, priests, pyramids, and
bloody ceremonies that has for so long dominated scholarly discourse – Michael E Smith instead
focuses on the life of the ‘ordinary’ Aztec, diving into trash heaps and exploring households in order to
investigate the humble communities that actually made up the largest part of Aztec society... Through
his remarkably engaging narrative, Smith often weaves personal anecdotes and methodological
insights, drawing the reader into the hot Mexican dirt right alongside him."? Current World
Archaeology

"Smith is one of the preeminent authorities and archaeologists of the Aztec, and his compassionate
rendition in this instance is a welcome contribution. In this eminently readable, engaging account, he
weaves a wondrous archaeological tapestry of the unsung heroes and prosperous peasant communities
whose resilience, determination, and cultural knowledge stand in stark contrast to the myths and
misgivings that today cloud the interpretation of thousands of years of Mesoamerican civilization and
civility. Summing up: Essential"? R. G. Mendoza, CHOICE Reviews

About the Author

Michael E. Smith is one of the leading international authorities on the Aztecs, with extensive experience
excavating at Aztec sites. He is currently a Professor of Archaeology in the School of Human Evolution and
Social Change at Arizona State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susannah Williams:

The book At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their Daily Life make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book At
Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their Daily Life for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open and read a book At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist
Uncovers Their Daily Life. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Dale Fain:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist
Uncovers Their Daily Life is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Omer Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist
Uncovers Their Daily Life is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Macie Austin:

At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their Daily Life can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing At
Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their Daily Life although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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