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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1979, The Dred Scott Case is a masterful
examination of the most famous example of judicial failure--the case referred to
as "the most frequently overturned decision in history." On March 6, 1857, Chief
Justice Roger B. Taney delivered the Supreme Court's decision against Dred
Scott, a slave who maintained he had been emancipated as a result of having
lived with his master in the free state of Illinois and in federal territory where
slavery was forbidden by the Missouri Compromise. The decision did much more
than resolve the fate of an elderly black man and his family: Dred Scott v.
Sanford was the first instance in which the Supreme Court invalidated a major
piece of federal legislation. The decision declared that Congress had no power to
prohibit slavery in the federal territories, thereby striking a severe blow at the
legitimacy of the emerging Republican party and intensifying the sectional
conflict over slavery. This book represents a skillful review of the issues before
America on the eve of the Civil War. The first third of the book deals directly
with the with the case itself and the Court's decision, while the remainder puts the
legal and judicial question of slavery into the broadest possible American
context. Fehrenbacher discusses the legal bases of slavery, the debate over the
Constitution, and the dispute over slavery and continental expansion. He also
considers the immediate and long-range consequences of the decision.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Probably the most thorough study of any Supreme Court decision ever undertaken."--C. Vann Woodward,
The New York Review of Books

"A masterful reexamination of some of the most complex and enduring American constitutional problems...I
know of no other book on the slavery controversy that contributes so much to the specialist's knowledge yet
is so readily accessible to the general reader."--David Herbert Donald, Chronicle of Higher Education

"Fehrenbacher's book is the best history of a landmark constitutional case ever written, but it is far more: it is
a probing and lucid study of slavery in American political and legal history....A masterpiece of the historian's
art." --Richard B. Bernstein, Harvard Law Record

About the Author

The late Don E. Fehrenbacher was William Robertson Coe Professor of History and American Studies at
Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Dred Scott Case:
Its Significance in American Law and Politics. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Gerardo Whittaker:

The ability that you get from The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American
Law and Politics giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can



be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Dred Scott Case: Its
Significance in American Law and Politics instantly.

Sarah Davis:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in
American Law and Politics that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you may pick The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics become
your current starter.

Kenny Crowther:

Beside this kind of The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and
Politics because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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