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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Lewis Mumford's massive historical study brings together a wide array of evidence--from the earliest group
habitats to medieval towns to the modern centers of commerce (as well as dozens of black-and-white
illustrations)--to show how the urban form has changed throughout human civilization. His tone is ultimately
somewhat pessimistic: Mumford was deeply concerned with what he viewed as the dehumanizing aspects of
the metropolitan trend, which he deemed "a world of professional illusionists and their credulous victims."
(In another typically unrestrained criticism, he dubbed the Pentagon a Bronze Age monument to humanity's
basest impulses, as well as an "effete and worthless baroque conceit.") Mumford hoped for a rediscovery of
urban principles that emphasized humanity's organic relationship to its environment. The City in History
remains a powerfully influential work, one that has shaped the agendas of urban planners, sociologists, and
social critics since its publication in the 1960s.

Review
Lewis Mumford was the author of some 30 influential books, many of which expounded his views on the
perils of urban sprawl and a society obsessed with "technics." In this classic text first published in 1952,
Mumford contends that an overemphasis on technics has contributed to the depersonalization and emptiness
of 20th-century life. He issues a call for a renewed respect for artistic impulses and achievements. This
edition contains a new introduction by Casey Nelson Blake, professor of history at Columbia University.
Annotation c. Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com) (Booknews )

Lewis Mumford's massive historical study brings together a wide array of evidence--from the earliest group
habitats to medieval towns to the modern centers of commerce (as well as dozens of black-and-white
illustrations)--to show how the urban form has changed throughout human civilization. His tone is ultimately
somewhat pessimistic: Mumford was deeply concerned with what he viewed as the dehumanizing aspects of
the metropolitan trend, which he deemed "a world of professional illusionists and their credulous victims."
(In another typically unrestrained criticism, he dubbed the Pentagon a Bronze Age monument to humanity's
basest impulses, as well as an "effete and worthless baroque conceit.") Mumford hoped for a rediscovery of
urban principles that emphasized humanity's organic relationship to its environment. The City in History
remains a powerfully influential work, one that has shaped the agendas of urban planners, sociologists, and
social critics since its publication in the 1960s. (Amazon.com Review )

About the Author
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harriet Blum:

The book The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects to become your habit, you can get a lot



more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a book The City in History: Its Origins, Its
Transformations, and Its Prospects. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ricardo Boddie:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Robert Carroll:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its
Prospects.

Donna Robinson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The City
in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects provide you with a new experience in reading a
book.
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