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We all learned that the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter is
called pi and that the value of this algebraic symbol is roughly 3.14. What we
weren't told, though, is that behind this seemingly mundane fact is a world of
mystery, which has fascinated mathematicians from ancient times to the present.
Simply put, pi is weird. Mathematicians call it a "transcendental number"
because its value cannot be calculated by any combination of addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division, and square root extraction.

In this delightful layperson's introduction to one of math's most interesting
phenomena, Drs. Posamentier and Lehmann review pi's history from prebiblical
times to the 21st century, the many amusing and mind-boggling ways of
estimating pi over the centuries, quirky examples of obsessing about pi
(including an attempt to legislate its exact value), and useful applications of pi in
everyday life, including statistics.

This enlightening and stimulating approach to mathematics will entertain lay
readers while improving their mathematical literacy.
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We all learned that the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter is called pi and that the value of
this algebraic symbol is roughly 3.14. What we weren't told, though, is that behind this seemingly mundane
fact is a world of mystery, which has fascinated mathematicians from ancient times to the present. Simply
put, pi is weird. Mathematicians call it a "transcendental number" because its value cannot be calculated by
any combination of addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and square root extraction.

In this delightful layperson's introduction to one of math's most interesting phenomena, Drs. Posamentier and
Lehmann review pi's history from prebiblical times to the 21st century, the many amusing and mind-
boggling ways of estimating pi over the centuries, quirky examples of obsessing about pi (including an
attempt to legislate its exact value), and useful applications of pi in everyday life, including statistics.

This enlightening and stimulating approach to mathematics will entertain lay readers while improving their
mathematical literacy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"There is something for everyone in this book and everyone should read this book because it will be for
some, a revelation that mathematics can be fun and beautiful, something they may not have realized during
earlier encounters. Math teachers will find a host of ideas to enrich their instruction since Pi, as you know,
comes up everywhere. This book is highly recommended and should provide a major step toward increasing
the popularity of mathematics."

-Education Update

"A joyful exploration…written in a conversational style reminiscent of children's science books. The writing
is clear and crisp and draws the reader into the author's enthusiasm…I highly recommend [this book] to high
school and college students and teachers of both. The book captures the excitement and fascination of pi and
can serve as a starting point for more detailed discussion."

-Mathematics Teacher

“I enjoyed reading the book…for its many applications, curiosities, and anecdotes.”

-Science  
 

“Readers curious about pi could start here…Recommended.”
         
-Choice

About the Author

Alfred S. Posamentier is dean of the School of Education and professor of mathematics education at Mercy
College in Dobbs Ferry, New York. Previously, he had the same positions at the City College of the City
University of New York for forty years.  He has published over fifty-five books in the area of mathematics
and mathematics education, including The Fabulous Fibonacci Numbers (with Ingmar Lehmann). 
 
Ingmar Lehmann is retired from the mathematics faculty at Humboldt University in Berlin. For many years
he led the Berlin Mathematics Student Society for gifted secondary-school students, with which he is still
closely engaged today.  He is the coauthor with Alfred S. Posamentier of The Secrets of Triangles, The
Glorious Golden Ratio, and three other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Frances Carlton:

The guide untitled Pi: A Biography of the World's Most Mysterious Number is the guide that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that
writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Pi: A Biography of the World's Most Mysterious Number from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.

Wilma Bates:

Precisely why? Because this Pi: A Biography of the World's Most Mysterious Number is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Karen Saldivar:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be Pi: A Biography of the World's Most Mysterious Number why because the
great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Beth Johnson:

This Pi: A Biography of the World's Most Mysterious Number is brand new way for you who has attention
to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Pi: A Biography of the
World's Most Mysterious Number can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book
is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life
as well as knowledge.
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