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A critical examination of the impact of BRAC, the world's largest NGO, on the
status of women in Southern Bangladeshi cultural life.

Founded in 1972 and now the largest NGO in the world, BRAC has been |auded
for its efforts aimed at lifting the poor, especially women, out of poverty. In
BRAC, Global Palicy Language, and Women in Bangladesh, Manzurul
Mannan—while not denying the many positive accomplishments of
BRAC—places the organization under a critical microscope. Drawing on his
experience as a Bangladeshi native and BRAC insider, Mannan provides unique
insights into not only BRAC' s phenomenal growth and itsrole in diffusing
western and devel opment ideologies but also, more importantly, how target
populations have been affected culturally and socially. He explains how BRAC
has employed western ideas, theories, and philosophies of agency when engaging
in development interventions in even the remotest villages, seeking to transform
social structures, women'’s status, and the local polity. The resulting
intermingling of exogenous perspectives with local knowledge leads to a degree
of inconsistency and dissonance within BRAC' s own operations, while
generating opposition from local commoners and elites. Cautionary yet hopeful
the book advocates greater cultural sensitivity as away to mitigate conflict
between BRAC and the constituencies it serves.

Manzurul Mannan is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Independent
University, Bangladesh.
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Founded in 1972 and now the largest NGO in the world, BRAC has been lauded for its efforts aimed at
lifting the poor, especially women, out of poverty. In BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in
Bangladesh, Manzurul Mannan—uwhile not denying the many positive accomplishments of BRAC—places
the organization under a critical microscope. Drawing on his experience as a Bangladeshi native and BRAC
insider, Mannan provides unique insights into not only BRAC'’ s phenomenal growth and itsrolein diffusing
western and devel opment ideologies but also, more importantly, how target popul ations have been affected
culturally and socially. He explains how BRAC has employed western ideas, theories, and philosophies of
agency when engaging in development interventions in even the remotest villages, seeking to transform
social structures, women'’s status, and the local polity. The resulting intermingling of exogenous perspectives
with local knowledge leads to a degree of inconsistency and dissonance within BRAC’ s own operations,
while generating opposition from local commoners and elites. Cautionary yet hopeful, the book advocates
greater cultural sensitivity as away to mitigate conflict between BRAC and the congtituencies it serves.

Manzurul Mannan is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Independent University, Bangladesh.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Manzurul Mannan is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Independent University, Bangladesh.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Trimm:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other ishigh. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular BRAC, Global
Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Carol McElroy:

The book BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation
will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the ideais very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book BRAC, Global Policy
Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation is much recommended to you to
see. You can aso get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this BRAC, Global Policy Language, and
Women in Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation e-book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question BRAC, Global Policy Language, and Women in Bangladesh: Transformation
and Manipulation as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one guide that can
break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Melanie Young:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important



than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the booksin
the top collection in your reading list is definitely BRAC, Glaobal Policy Language, and Women in
Bangladesh: Transformation and Manipulation. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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