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Julien Benda’s classic study of 1920s Europe resonates today. The “treason of
the intellectuals” is a phrase that evokes much but is inherently ambiguous. The
book bearing this title is well known but little understood. This edition is
introduced by Roger Kimball.

From the time of the pre-Socratics, intellectuals were a breed apart. They were
non-materialistic knowledge-seekers who believed in a universal humanism and
represented a cornerstone of civilized society. According to Benda, this all began
to change in the early twentieth century. In Europe in the 1920s, intellectuals
began abandoning their attachment to traditional philosophical and scholarly
ideals, and instead glorified particularisms and moral relativism.

The “treason” of which Benda writes is the betrayal by the intellectuals of their
unique vocation. He criticizes European intellectuals for allowing political
commitment to insinuate itself into their understanding of the intellectual
vocation, ushering the world into “the age of the intellectual organization of
political hatreds.” From the savage flowering of ethnic and religious hatreds in
the Middle East and throughout Europe today to the mendacious demand for
political correctness and multiculturalism on college campuses everywhere in the
West, the treason of the intellectuals continues to play out its unedifying drama.
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Julien Benda’s classic study of 1920s Europe resonates today. The “treason of the intellectuals” is a phrase
that evokes much but is inherently ambiguous. The book bearing this title is well known but little
understood. This edition is introduced by Roger Kimball.

From the time of the pre-Socratics, intellectuals were a breed apart. They were non-materialistic knowledge-
seekers who believed in a universal humanism and represented a cornerstone of civilized society. According
to Benda, this all began to change in the early twentieth century. In Europe in the 1920s, intellectuals began
abandoning their attachment to traditional philosophical and scholarly ideals, and instead glorified
particularisms and moral relativism.

The “treason” of which Benda writes is the betrayal by the intellectuals of their unique vocation. He
criticizes European intellectuals for allowing political commitment to insinuate itself into their understanding
of the intellectual vocation, ushering the world into “the age of the intellectual organization of political
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Editorial Review

Review

“It is rich, quirky, erudite, digressive, and polemical. . . . Partisan in its claims for disinterestedness, it is
ruthless in its defense of intellectual high-mindedness. . . . [G]iven the horrific events that unfolded in the
decades following its publication, Benda’s unremitting attack on the politicization of the intellect and ethnic
separatism cannot but strike us as prescient. And given the continuing echo in our own time of the problems
he anatomized, the relevance of his observations to our situation can hardly be doubted.”

—Roger Kimball, The New Criterion

About the Author

Julien Benda (1867–1956) was a novelist and critic. Among his other books are The Yoke of Pity and Uriel’s
Report.

 

Roger Kimball is co-editor and publisher of The New Criterion, president and publisher of Encounter Books,
and an art critic for the London Spectator and National Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

Here thing why this particular The Treason of the Intellectuals are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. The Treason of the Intellectuals giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Treason of the Intellectuals. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Treason of the Intellectuals in e-book can be your substitute.

Rosemarie Pickett:

The experience that you get from The Treason of the Intellectuals may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Treason of the Intellectuals giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer



conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author
of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of The Treason of the Intellectuals instantly.

Tracey Egan:

The publication untitled The Treason of the Intellectuals is the e-book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Treason of the Intellectuals from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Leroy Torres:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Treason of the Intellectuals can make you
experience more interested to read.
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