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From the wise and foolish beasts of Aesop's Fables to the creatures in Max's
closet in Maurice Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are, from Frances Hodgson
Burnett's Little Lord Fauntleroy to the angst-ridden teenagers in Judy Blume's
novels, children's literature reveals not only how drastically our perceptions of
children have changed, but how tenaciously the age-old tears, fears, schemes, and
dreams of childhood have stayed the same. Lavishly illustrated and wonderfully
eclectic in scope, Children's Literature: An Illustrated History celebrates this
brilliant legacy and its lasting relevance to childhoods past and present.
Edited by the acclaimed children's author and editor Peter Hunt, and written by a
truly international team of experts, this delightful volume is unsurpassed in
breadth and depth. It traces the history of children's literature in English from the
earliest hornbooks and classical translations, through nonsense rhymes, fairy and
folk tales, to today's multimedia comic books and computer-based interactive
adventures. Ranging across the centuries from Great Britain to the United States
to Canada, New Zealand, and Australia, its lively commentary is accompanied by
hundreds of full-color and black- and-white illustrations, including many rare
reproductions. All the classics of the genre are examined: Old Mother Hubbard,
Oliver Twist, the legends and tales of Hans Andersen, Edward Lear, and Oscar
Wilde, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Little Women, The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer, The Jungle Book, and many, many more. Here as well are works less
literary but no less beloved: The Velveteen Rabbit, and the series adventures of
the Bobbsey Twins, the Hardy Boys, Enid Blyton's school girl heroines, and the
inimitable Nancy Drew. Special attention is paid to the most popular and
acclaimed of today's writing for children: the wondrous pictures books of Chris
Van Allsburg, Patricia MacLachlan's Sarah Plain and Tall, and others destined to
be classics of tomorrow. Throughout, there is in-depth discussion not only of the
influences and inspiration of individual authors, but of the underlying social
forces that shaped the tastes and perceptions of writers and their young readers
alike.
Beautiful to look at and a joy to read, this landmark volume is at once an
indispensable reference and a compelling history of a vital part of our literature.
It is filled with the unexpected insights and sense of discovery that distinguish
the best writing for children.
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From the wise and foolish beasts of Aesop's Fables to the creatures in Max's closet in Maurice Sendak's
Where the Wild Things Are, from Frances Hodgson Burnett's Little Lord Fauntleroy to the angst-ridden
teenagers in Judy Blume's novels, children's literature reveals not only how drastically our perceptions of
children have changed, but how tenaciously the age-old tears, fears, schemes, and dreams of childhood have
stayed the same. Lavishly illustrated and wonderfully eclectic in scope, Children's Literature: An Illustrated
History celebrates this brilliant legacy and its lasting relevance to childhoods past and present.
Edited by the acclaimed children's author and editor Peter Hunt, and written by a truly international team of
experts, this delightful volume is unsurpassed in breadth and depth. It traces the history of children's
literature in English from the earliest hornbooks and classical translations, through nonsense rhymes, fairy
and folk tales, to today's multimedia comic books and computer-based interactive adventures. Ranging
across the centuries from Great Britain to the United States to Canada, New Zealand, and Australia, its lively
commentary is accompanied by hundreds of full-color and black- and-white illustrations, including many
rare reproductions. All the classics of the genre are examined: Old Mother Hubbard, Oliver Twist, the
legends and tales of Hans Andersen, Edward Lear, and Oscar Wilde, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland,
Little Women, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Jungle Book, and many, many more. Here as well are
works less literary but no less beloved: The Velveteen Rabbit, and the series adventures of the Bobbsey
Twins, the Hardy Boys, Enid Blyton's school girl heroines, and the inimitable Nancy Drew. Special attention
is paid to the most popular and acclaimed of today's writing for children: the wondrous pictures books of
Chris Van Allsburg, Patricia MacLachlan's Sarah Plain and Tall, and others destined to be classics of
tomorrow. Throughout, there is in-depth discussion not only of the influences and inspiration of individual
authors, but of the underlying social forces that shaped the tastes and perceptions of writers and their young
readers alike.
Beautiful to look at and a joy to read, this landmark volume is at once an indispensable reference and a
compelling history of a vital part of our literature. It is filled with the unexpected insights and sense of
discovery that distinguish the best writing for children.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This comprehensive volume traces the history of children's books in most of the English-speaking world:
from the very first books to the present day. Books, authors, illustrators, publishers -- and children -- are
discussed within their wider social, political, and economic environments. A fascinating and study for
anyone interested in children's literature specifically, or history generally. Includes more than 200 black and
white and color illustrations.

From Publishers Weekly
For adult readers, Oxford's Children's Literature: An Illustrated History, edited by Peter Hunt, traces books
for youngsters from the 16th century to the present in such comprehensive chapters as "Morality and Levity
(1780-1820)" and "Internationalism, Fantasy, and Realism (1945-1970)." Photos and art reproductions, a
chronology and sources for further reading complete this attractive opus ($39.95, ISBN 0-19-212320-3
Sept.).
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Fascinating"--The Economist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

The feeling that you get from Children's Literature: An Illustrated History will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Children's Literature: An Illustrated History giving you joy feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this Children's Literature: An Illustrated History instantly.

Tammy Medina:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Children's Literature: An Illustrated
History is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.



Robert Monson:

Beside this particular Children's Literature: An Illustrated History in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Children's Literature: An Illustrated History because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from right now!

Concepcion Shaw:

You may get this Children's Literature: An Illustrated History by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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