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Now in a new edition, this influential book traces oral history through its own
past and weighs up the recent achievements of this international movement. Paul
Thompson challenges myths of historical scholarship and looks closely at the use
of oral sources by historians. He offers advice on designing a project; discusses
reliability of oral evidence; considers the context of the development of historical
writing including its social function; and looks at memory, the self and the use of
drama and therapy. This new edition has been substantially revised and updated
and includes an expanded discussion of narrative approaches and looks at new
technology used in the recording of information.
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Editorial Review

Review

On the second edition: "Paul Thompson is a passionate and convincing crusader in the cause of oral history"
--The Times Educational Supplement

"It must be rare in modern academic life to replace your own unrivalled book after 10 years with an even
better one, but he has done so. His new material on memory and the self, and on drama as therapy, should be
read by literary critics in their infancy."--The Independent

"The first book to combine a theory of oral history, the technical processes involved, and a road map of
where oral evidence fits into the landscape of western historiography." --American Historical Review

About the Author
Paul Thompson is Director of the National Life Story Collection in London and founder-editor of Oral
History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Bravo:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Voice of the Past: Oral History as your daily resource
information.

Rosalva Nichols:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for your requirements is The Voice of the Past: Oral History this publication consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has



grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Lisa Vazquez:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Voice of the Past: Oral History can be
the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Jane Turcotte:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Voice of the Past: Oral History when you needed it?
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