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Did Paul expect his churches to engage in evangelistic activity which mirrored
his own? Or have modern readers of the Bible wrongly projected Paul's apostolic
passion upon the communities that he founded? Such is the charge of several
recent authors, and if their thesis is correct nothing could have larger implications
for how the modern church engages in mission. In this book, Robert L. Plummer
engages in a careful study of Paul's letters to determine if the apostle expected
the communities to which he wrote to engage in outward-directed missionary
activity. Plummer helpfully summarizes the discussion to date on the debated
issue, judiciously handles contested texts, and provides a way forward in
addressing this critical question. While admitting that Paul rarely explicitly
commands the communities he founded to evangelize, Plummer amasses
significant incidental data to provide a convincing case that Paul did indeed
expect his churches to engage in outward-directed missionary activity.
Throughout the study, Plummer progressively builds a theological basis for the
church's mission that is both compelling and distinctively Pauline.
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Did Paul expect his churches to engage in evangelistic activity which mirrored his own? Or have modern
readers of the Bible wrongly projected Paul's apostolic passion upon the communities that he founded? Such
is the charge of several recent authors, and if their thesis is correct nothing could have larger implications for
how the modern church engages in mission. In this book, Robert L. Plummer engages in a careful study of
Paul's letters to determine if the apostle expected the communities to which he wrote to engage in outward-
directed missionary activity. Plummer helpfully summarizes the discussion to date on the debated issue,
judiciously handles contested texts, and provides a way forward in addressing this critical question. While
admitting that Paul rarely explicitly commands the communities he founded to evangelize, Plummer amasses
significant incidental data to provide a convincing case that Paul did indeed expect his churches to engage in
outward-directed missionary activity. Throughout the study, Plummer progressively builds a theological
basis for the church's mission that is both compelling and distinctively Pauline.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a clearly and simply written account offering a significant fresh angle on the subject."
-I. Howard Marshall, Honorary Research Professor of New Testament, University of Aberdeen, UK
--Book Jacket

Review
"Robert Plummer's new monograph infuses fresh biblical data into a field too often informed by long-held
convictions that lack adequate scriptural support. Plummer's emphasis on the power of the self-diffusive
Word of God and on the church's corporate missionary nature provides a much-needed corrective to
currently held paradigms and points the way forward to a more biblical, and hence more God-pleasing and
effective, engagement of the church in its God-assigned mission." Andreas J. Kostenberger, Professor of
New Testament and Greek, Director of PhD and ThM Studies, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary,
and author of 'Salvation to the Ends of the Earth' "Plummer investigates a topic that is often neglected in
Pauline studies, and demonstrates that Paul expected the churches he established to engage in mission. His
work is creative but also reflects a sound reading of Pauline texts." Thomas R. Schreiner, Professor of New
Testament, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and author of Paul, Apostle of God's Glory in Christ
"Dr. Plummer offers a helpful contribution to the ongoing debate regarding the evangelistic mission carried
out by the Pauline churches with his argument that the gospel itself functioned as a powerful force to carry
along the evangelism in the early Christian communities. This is a clearly and simply written account
offering a significant fresh angle on the subject." I. Howard Marshall, Honorary Research Professor of New
Testament, University of Aberdeen, and author of 'Witness to the Gospel: The Theology of Acts' "Dr.
Plummer's significant work addresses the important but much disputed question as to whether the apostle
Paul expected his churches and believers within them to be engaged in the ongoing task of evangelism. He
claims that 'Paul's understanding of the gospel as the dynamic, effective word of God . . . provides the
theological basis for a continuity of the mission between the apostles and the churches.' A former missionary
who is interested in a biblical theology of mission, Dr. Plummer writes charitably as he subjects a range of
views to careful, exegetical, and theological critique. This is a fine book that will be welcomed by students of
the New Testament and its mission." Peter. T. O'Brien, Senior Research Fellow in New Testament, Moore
College, Sydney, Australia

From the Back Cover
"Dr. Plummer's significant work addresses the important but much disputed question as to whether the
apostle Paul expected his churches and believers within them to be engaged in the ongoing task of
evangelism.  He claims that 'Paul's understanding of the gospel as the dynamic, effective word of God . . .
provides the theological basis for a continuity of the  mission between the apostle and the churches.'  A
former missionary who is interested in a biblical theology of mission, Dr. Plummer writes charitably as he
subjects a wide range of views to his careful, exegetical and theological critique.  This is a fine book that will
be welcomed by students of the New Testament and its mission."
Peter T. O'Brien, Senior Research Fellow in New Testament, Moore College, Sydney, Australia

"Robert Plummer's new monograph infuses fresh biblical data into a field too often informed by long-held
convictions that lack adequate scriptural support.  Plummer's emphasis on the power of the self-diffusive



Word of God and on the church's corporate missionary nature provides a much-needed corrective to
currently held paradigms and points the way forward to a more biblical, and hence more God-pleasing and
effective, engagement of the church in its God-assigned mission."
Andreas J. Köstenberger, Professor of New Testament and Greek, Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Wake Forest, USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Walker:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the Apostle Paul Expect the
Early Christian Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) book is readable simply by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected
with Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the Apostle Paul Expect the Early Christian
Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the
Apostle Paul Expect the Early Christian Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Anna Raynor:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the Apostle Paul
Expect the Early Christian Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Ricardo Kiernan:

This Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the Apostle Paul Expect the Early Christian
Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) is great guide for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the Apostle Paul Expect the Early
Christian Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) in your hand like having the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and



Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Sandra Wright:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Paul's Understanding of the Church's Mission: Did the
Apostle Paul Expect the Early Christian Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster Biblical Monographs) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Paul's Understanding of the
Church's Mission: Did the Apostle Paul Expect the Early Christian Communities to Evangelize? (Paternoster
Biblical Monographs) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading this.
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