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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
As World War II was ending and the cold war was just beginning, a twenty-eight-year-old naval hero,
decommissioned before war's end because of his crippling injuries, traveled through a devastated Europe.
During that trip, John F. Kennedy kept a diary, never before published and until now unknown - even to
Kennedy scholars. As the diary makes clear, that European trip was a turning point in the future President's
life. The scion of one of America's wealthiest families, Jack Kennedy had grown up in the shadow of an
adored older brother destined for greatness. For himself, Jack had intended a quiet career as a college
professor or perhaps as an author. But when Joe Kennedy, Jr. was killed in the skies over the English
Channel, the expectations of his family and the mantle of leadership passed on to JFK. Would he accept
them? That was the question that confronted Kennedy as he traveled in the company of cabinet secretaries
and generals, future presidents and prime ministers, toured a humbled Germany, and faced for the first time
the power of post-war Russia and the perfidy and bloody-mindedness of Communists in power. It was on
this trip, the diary shows, that Kennedy first confronted the "long twilight struggle" for the preservation of
Western freedom that would define his Presidency. In these few months an agenda for a Presidency began to
be forged. For as the closing pages of the diary make clear, it was at this time that the challenge was
accepted, the mantle taken up, and Kennedy began laying plans for his first run for Congress, the first step in
his journey to the White House. Prelude to Leadership offers, as Hugh Sidey says in his Introduction, an
"intriguing new trove" of insightinto the mind of a future president preparing himself for a "still distant
challenge". It reveals a man who, not yet thirty, understood not only that a new world drama was taking
shape, but that he was destined to play a great role in it.

About the Author
Deirdre Henderson was a research assistant to Senator John F. Kennedy in 1959 and 1960, and during the
Kennedy Administration worked in the Department of State. In 1967 she was the Democratic nominee for
Congress in Massachusetts' sixth district. Hugh Sidey covered the American presidency for Time and Life
for almost four decades. A former Washington bureau chief for Time, he wrote Time's "The Presidency"
column. He has authored or contributed to several books on the presidency, including John F. Kennedy,
President (1963).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

This book untitled Prelude to Leadership: The European Diary of John F. Kennedy : Summer 1945 to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.



Thomas Welty:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Prelude to Leadership: The
European Diary of John F. Kennedy : Summer 1945 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Prelude to Leadership: The European Diary of
John F. Kennedy : Summer 1945 become your own starter.

John Oliver:

This Prelude to Leadership: The European Diary of John F. Kennedy : Summer 1945 is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we
can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Prelude to Leadership: The European Diary of John F. Kennedy : Summer
1945 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Frank Bullard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Prelude to Leadership: The European Diary of John F. Kennedy :
Summer 1945 was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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