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In the middle of the seventeenth century, Bohdan Khmelnytsky was the
legendary Cossack general who organized a rebellion that liberated the Eastern
Ukraine from Polish rule. Consequently, he has been memorialized in the
Ukraine as a God-given nation builder, cut in the model of George Washington.
But in this campaign, the massacre of thousands of Jews perceived as Polish
intermediaries was the collateral damage, and in order to secure the tentative
independence, Khmelnytsky signed a treaty with Moscow, ultimately ceding the
territory to the Russian tsar. So, was he a liberator or a villain? This volume
examines drastically different narratives, from Ukrainian, Jewish, Russian, and
Polish literature, that have sought to animate, deify, and vilify the seventeenth-
century Cossack. Khmelnytsky's legacy, either as nation builder or as antagonist,
has inhibited inter-ethnic and political rapprochement at key moments throughout
history and, as we see in recent conflicts, continues to affect Ukrainian, Jewish,
Polish, and Russian national identity.
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In the middle of the seventeenth century, Bohdan Khmelnytsky was the legendary Cossack general who
organized a rebellion that liberated the Eastern Ukraine from Polish rule. Consequently, he has been
memorialized in the Ukraine as a God-given nation builder, cut in the model of George Washington. But in
this campaign, the massacre of thousands of Jews perceived as Polish intermediaries was the collateral
damage, and in order to secure the tentative independence, Khmelnytsky signed a treaty with Moscow,
ultimately ceding the territory to the Russian tsar. So, was he a liberator or a villain? This volume examines
drastically different narratives, from Ukrainian, Jewish, Russian, and Polish literature, that have sought to
animate, deify, and vilify the seventeenth-century Cossack. Khmelnytsky's legacy, either as nation builder or
as antagonist, has inhibited inter-ethnic and political rapprochement at key moments throughout history and,
as we see in recent conflicts, continues to affect Ukrainian, Jewish, Polish, and Russian national identity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Art is powerful. It shapes public opinion and influences political action. As this fact is becoming increasing
recognized, studies of the literary treatments of historical figures are growing in number, making this book
most timely. It is a clearly written and well-researched contribution to a growing body of work." (Natalie
Kononenko Slavic Review)

"This is a pioneering collective work examining the diversity of representations of the dramatic events of
1648–1649 in historiography, literature, and film. There is probably no other historical event of that age
which has generated so many contradictory responses in different cultural traditions, and which until today
strongly reverberates in collective memories of different peoples. This collection can serve as a model of
multicultural approach to a complex and controversial subject and will undoubtedly appeal to a wide range
of readers." (Mikhail Krutikov University of Michigan)

"This collection indeed serves as a model of interdisciplinary and multicultural approaches that help to
overcome the limitations inherent in national history and identity politics. As such it should appeal to a wide
range of readers." (Zenon E. Kohut)

"What we have here is a finely structured series of approaches to the topic, from the interested cultures, but
also in a variety of genres?legend, myth, historiography, literature, politics, film and visual arts. By coming
at the elusive target from so many different angles, the reader has a sense of an ever growing acquaintance
with a figure who is both center stage and hiding in increasing shadows. This is one of the most cohesive
collective volumes I have ever read." (David Frick, University of California)

About the Author
Amelia M. Glaser is Associate Professor of Russian and Comparative Literature at the University of
California, San Diego.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

The particular book Stories of Khmelnytsky: Competing Literary Legacies of the 1648 Ukrainian Cossack
Uprising (Stanford Studies on Central and Eastern) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book Stories of Khmelnytsky: Competing Literary Legacies of the 1648 Ukrainian
Cossack Uprising (Stanford Studies on Central and Eastern) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.



Eric Vegas:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Stories of Khmelnytsky: Competing Literary Legacies of the 1648 Ukrainian
Cossack Uprising (Stanford Studies on Central and Eastern) this reserve consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Melody Grissom:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top record
in your reading list is usually Stories of Khmelnytsky: Competing Literary Legacies of the 1648 Ukrainian
Cossack Uprising (Stanford Studies on Central and Eastern). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get
many advantages.

Gaye Lewis:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Stories of Khmelnytsky: Competing Literary Legacies of the 1648 Ukrainian Cossack
Uprising (Stanford Studies on Central and Eastern) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Stories of Khmelnytsky:
Competing Literary Legacies of the 1648 Ukrainian Cossack Uprising (Stanford Studies on Central and
Eastern). You can more pleasing than now.
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