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More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social
change in the People?s Republic of China. This timely book examines the
emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are interpreted
and managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and
lived by people themselves.

David Goodman details the emergence of a dominant class based on political
power and wealth that has emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a
well-established middle class that is closely associated with the Party-state and a
not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and several different
subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers
several critical issues: the extent to which the social basis of the Chinese political
system has changed and the likely consequences; the impact of change on the old
working class that was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the
1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic
power of the PRC since the early 1980s has been based are becoming a new
working class; and the consequences of China?s growing middle class, especially
for politics.

The result is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the
contours of ongoing social change in China.
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More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social change in the People?s Republic
of China. This timely book examines the emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are
interpreted and managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and lived by people
themselves.

David Goodman details the emergence of a dominant class based on political power and wealth that has
emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a well-established middle class that is closely associated
with the Party-state and a not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and several different
subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers several critical issues: the
extent to which the social basis of the Chinese political system has changed and the likely consequences; the
impact of change on the old working class that was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the
1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic power of the PRC since the
early 1980s has been based are becoming a new working class; and the consequences of China?s growing
middle class, especially for politics.

The result is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the contours of ongoing social
change in China.
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Review

Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2015

"Class in Contemporary China has done a noble job in what is an extremely complicated and diffused
subject. Goodman has managed to piece together a survey of disparate understandings of class and bring
them into a coherent portrait, taking the studies and analysing them in detail. It is an absorbing look, given
the tremendous change in China that is also changing the world."
LSE Review of Books

"Goodman has an eagle eye for what is crucial in China's development. His analysis of the important but
under-appreciated role of class and class analysis in modern China should be mandatory reading. The book
provides a vital contribution to our understanding of continuity and change in China."
Anthony Saich, Harvard Kennedy School

"Class is at the basis of the Chinese Communist revolution, yet today's China is a world away from the class-
based politics of the Mao era. In this highly readable and meticulously researched book, David Goodman
gives readers a powerful account of what precisely class means in today's China and why it matters. From
the emergent middle class to the new classes that make up China's working population, the analysis gives
detail that reveals just how complex class has become. The book brings together Goodman's interdisciplinary
skills as a historian and political scientist, and it draws from the latest cutting-edge data from within China
itself. On a crucial issue shaping China in the twenty-first century, this is a must-read book."
Rana Mitter, University China Centre, University of Oxford

"David Goodman provides a comprehensive and admirably succinct overview of a complex subject with a
voluminous literature. This excellent book provides all the tools needed to contextualise and analyse these
changes, including a concise theoretical discussion, an overview of class under Mao and, during the reform
era, an analysis of the dominant, middle and subordinate classes and a thoughtful discussion about class and
the growing economic inequalities in China. I highly recommend it to students and scholars of contemporary
Chinese economics, politics and society."
Political Studies Review

About the Author
David S. G. Goodman is Academic Director of the China Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, where
he is Professor of Chinese Politics. He is also Professor in the School of Social and Behavioural Sciences at
Nanjing University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Dabney:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means



that reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Class in Contemporary China (China Today).

Brian Pena:

This Class in Contemporary China (China Today) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Class in Contemporary
China (China Today) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Leola Grant:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve Class in Contemporary China (China Today) was filled with regards to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read
a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Stephen Mosley:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Class in Contemporary China (China Today) to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the guide Class in Contemporary China (China Today) can to be your new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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