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Professional historians address the dominant issues and theories offered to
explain the history of American philanthropy and its role in American society.
These essays develop and enlighten major themes, oftentimes contesting each
other in the process. The overarching premise is that philanthropic activity in
America has its roots in the desires of individuals to impose their visions of
societal ideals, or conceptions of truth, upon their society. To do so, they
organize in groups that frequently define themselves and their group's role in
society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"By demonstrating that philanthropic activities have often involved efforts by both individuals and groups to
create a society modeled on their own values and vision, the contributors have provided a provocative
analysis that will transform the very meaning of philanthropy. This is a major contribution to both American
history and the history of philanthropy. Its authors also demonstrate that philanthropic activities--however
valuable--cannot substitute for collective public action to deal with major social problems." Gerald N. Grob,
Henry E. Sigerist Professor of the History of Medicine Emeritus, Rutgers University

"Students of the history of charity and philanthropy have been waiting a long time for a successor to Robert
Bremner's classic survey of the field. They need wait no longer, since this solid collection of essays provides
a cogent, up-to-date, and teachable text. The Friedman and McGarvie volume is an important indication that
the history of philanthropy has come of age as a field of study." Stanley N. Katz, Professor of the Woodrow
Wilson School and Director of the Center for Arts and Cultural Policy Studies, Princeton University

"Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History is a valuable scholarly corrective to earlier mythical
and exclusionary views of American philanthropy, and an affirmation of more critical perspectives. Indeed,
this book may be the single most important work to come out of the new philanthropic studies. It should be
read by researchers, policymakers, and thoughtful practitioners alike." Susan A. Ostrander, Professor of
Sociology, Tufts University

"Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History will be soon acclaimed as one of the most
important works ever published on a subject too long neglected. An inspired introduction by Lawrence J.
Friedman prepares both scholar and general reader for the very accessible but thoroughly penetrating essays
on a uniquely American phenomenon organized giving for amazingly diverse objectives, social, cultural, and
sometimes political in nature. This anthology deserves a wide and appreciative readership because for over
two centuries institutional charity has shaped national destiny in surprising and largely salutary ways."
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Richard J. Milbauer Professor of United States History at the University of Florida

"[This book] should certainly inspire future historians to tackle the topic and, perhaps more important, it will
provide practicioners and nonhistorians with a deeper understanding of the roots of American philantropy."
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly

"Highly recommended." Choice

About the Author
Lawrence J. Friedman is Professor of History and Philanthropic Studies at Indiana University. His
publications include Identity's Architect: A Biography of Erik Erikson (1999) and Menninger: The Family
and the Clinic (1990).

Mark D. McGarvie is the Golieb Fellow in Legal History at the New York University School of Law. He has
published in the Journal of College and University Law, Indiana Magazine of History, and Wisconsin Bar
Bulletin.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

The book Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Charity, Philanthropy, and
Civility in American History? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Raymond Langford:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Donald Lewis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read will be Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History.

Suk Barry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in
American History guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility
in American History as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to



another sixth sense.
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