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In this groundbreaking study of American imperialism, leading legal scholars
address the problem of the U.S. territories. Foreign in a Domestic Sense will
redefine the boundaries of constitutional scholarship.
More than four million U.S. citizens currently live in five “unincorporated” U.S.
territories. The inhabitants of these vestiges of an American empire are denied
full representation in Congress and cannot vote in presidential elections.
Focusing on Puerto Rico, the largest and most populous of the territories,
Foreign in a Domestic Sense sheds much-needed light on the United States’
unfinished colonial experiment and its legacy of racially rooted imperialism,
while insisting on the centrality of these “marginal” regions in any serious
treatment of American constitutional history. For one hundred years, Puerto
Ricans have struggled to define their place in a nation that neither wants them nor
wants to let them go. They are caught in a debate too politicized to yield
meaningful answers. Meanwhile, doubts concerning the constitutionality of
keeping colonies have languished on the margins of mainstream scholarship,
overlooked by scholars outside the island and ignored by the nation at large.
This book does more than simply fill a glaring omission in the study of race,
cultural identity, and the Constitution; it also makes a crucial contribution to the
study of American federalism, serves as a foundation for substantive debate on
Puerto Rico’s status, and meets an urgent need for dialogue on territorial status
between the mainlandd and the territories.

Contributors. José Julián Álvarez González, Roberto Aponte Toro, Christina
Duffy Burnett, José A. Cabranes, Sanford Levinson, Burke Marshall, Gerald L.
Neuman, Angel R. Oquendo, Juan Perea, Efrén Rivera Ramos, Rogers M. Smith,
E. Robert Statham Jr., Brook Thomas, Richard Thornburgh, Juan R. Torruella,
José Trías Monge, Mark Tushnet, Mark Weiner
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In this groundbreaking study of American imperialism, leading legal scholars address the problem of the
U.S. territories. Foreign in a Domestic Sense will redefine the boundaries of constitutional scholarship.
More than four million U.S. citizens currently live in five “unincorporated” U.S. territories. The inhabitants
of these vestiges of an American empire are denied full representation in Congress and cannot vote in
presidential elections. Focusing on Puerto Rico, the largest and most populous of the territories, Foreign in a
Domestic Sense sheds much-needed light on the United States’ unfinished colonial experiment and its legacy
of racially rooted imperialism, while insisting on the centrality of these “marginal” regions in any serious
treatment of American constitutional history. For one hundred years, Puerto Ricans have struggled to define
their place in a nation that neither wants them nor wants to let them go. They are caught in a debate too
politicized to yield meaningful answers. Meanwhile, doubts concerning the constitutionality of keeping
colonies have languished on the margins of mainstream scholarship, overlooked by scholars outside the
island and ignored by the nation at large.
This book does more than simply fill a glaring omission in the study of race, cultural identity, and the
Constitution; it also makes a crucial contribution to the study of American federalism, serves as a foundation
for substantive debate on Puerto Rico’s status, and meets an urgent need for dialogue on territorial status
between the mainlandd and the territories.
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Editorial Review

Review

“I can hardly contain my enthusiasm for this project, which brings together an array of authoritative scholars
in the field. “Foreign in a Domestic Sense” is the most important work of its kind of our generation, a book
that advances the scholarship while having a material impact on current and future debates about Puerto
Rico’s self-determination.”—Francisco A. Scarano, author of Puerto Rico: Cinco Siglos de Historia

From the Publisher
“I can hardly contain my enthusiasm for this project, which brings together an array of authoritative scholars
in the field. “Foreign in a Domestic Sense” is the most important work of its kind of our generation, a book
that advances the scholarship while having a material impact on current and future debates about Puerto
Rico’s self-determination.”—Francisco A. Scarano, author of Puerto Rico: Cinco Siglos de Historia

From the Back Cover
"I can hardly contain my enthusiasm for this project, which brings together an array of authoritative scholars
in the field. ""Foreign in a Domestic Sense"" is the most important work of its kind of our generation, a book
that advances the scholarship while having a material impact on current and future debates about Puerto
Rico's self-determination."--Francisco A. Scarano, author of "Puerto Rico: Cinco Siglos de Historia"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American
Expansion, and the Constitution (American Encounters/Global Interactions) ended up being making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The reserve Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the Constitution (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the
Constitution (American Encounters/Global Interactions). You never feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Milton Hill:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if



you want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Foreign in a
Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the Constitution (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Terry Pullen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the
Constitution (American Encounters/Global Interactions) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Jay Klein:

This Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the Constitution (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Foreign in a Domestic Sense:
Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the Constitution (American Encounters/Global Interactions) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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